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Welcome!
We’re here to help you begin or continue your faith
journey, so you can find true peace, happiness and
purpose in life. If you would like to join one of our
parishes, contact any staff member and we will be
honored to officially welcome you home!

Fourth Sunday of Lent
Laetare Sunday

Tri-Parish Mass Schedule
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday

5:00 p.m. at St. Teresa
8:00 am at St. Matthew
10:00 am at St. Joseph

Weekdays: Please see Inside Bulletin
Holy Days

See Inside Bulletin

Eucharistic Adoration held before daily Mass
Tri-Parish Office
Hours:
Monday-Friday 9am-4:30pm
Address:
104 West Silver Street
Mapleton, Minnesota 56065
Phone:
(507) 524-3127
Email:
sjsmst@hickorytech.net
Website:
www.sjsmst.org
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/SJSMST
Mass Times: (507) 387-8806
Tri-Parish Staff
Father Jason Kern, Pastor
(507) 524-4628
frjkern@hickorytech.net
Deacon Chris Walchuk
(507) 469-5563
cwalchuk@frontier.com
Carol Cyr, Tri-parish Manager
(507) 524-3127
sjsmst@hickorytech.net
Darla Graf, Bookkeeper
(507) 524-4646
darlatp@hickorytech.net
Connie Peters, St. Joseph Faith Formation
Cindy Young, St. Matthew Faith Formation
Karen Langworthy, St. Teresa Faith Formation

But now we must celebrate and rejoice,
because your brother was dead and has
come to life again;
he was lost and has been found.’” Luke 15:32

The Sacrament of Baptism
Pre-Baptism preparation is required. Please contact the
office at least one month before the desired date.
The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick Please notify
the office if you or a family member is in the hospital or
homebound and would like a pastoral visit.
The Sacrament of Reconciliation
One half hour before each weekend Mass, 8a.m. Thursday at St. Teresa or by private appt. with Fr. Kern
The Sacrament of Marriage
All Catholics need to meet with the priest or deacon at
least 6 months before being married. Contact the office
at least 6 months in advance of your wedding.

From the Heart

by Fr. Jason Kern

We are now already half way through Lent. How’s
your Lent going? Has it helped bring about a deepening in your spiritual life? If you have found yourself too busy to slow down and take time to grow closer to Jesus, it’s not too late! Rest in the reality that you are loved by
God and that no matter what is happening around you, God is
near and not only is He near, but you are His beloved son or
daughter. The more closely we can identify with this truth and
learn to live out of this truth the more we can find peace even
amidst hectic days. This past week I have constantly been asking Jesus to trust in Him and to believe more fully in His plan
and love for each one of us.
This Wednesday, March 9th we are having a wonderful event
where all three parishes will work together to host a Year of
Mercy Family Event. Please plan to come for supper which
will be served throughout the hour 5:30-6:30 that evening. After supper we will head up to the church for a talk by Ben Frost,
the director of Youth and Young Adult Ministry for the Diocese
of Winona, on how God desires to bestow His mercy on you.
During the talk, sessions will be available for all youth to participate in from K-8th grades. Upon conclusion of the talk and
youth sessions (7:30) we will have a social for young and old
and include some discussion on the presentation. Thanks for
setting aside this time and bringing your family—it will be a
fun night that will help give the final weeks of Lent a deeper
meaning and ready us for the Easter mysteries
Finally, I will be presenting you with some changes in the Mass
schedule that will affect our Tri-parish. Next weekend I will
announce these changes at the weekend Masses and identify
what our plan will be moving forward. There is need to add a
weekend Mass to the Newman Center beginning next fall. I
will announce the impact and timing of these changes and the
plan to transition during the next months as it regards these
changes. I have already discussed these changes with the Pastoral Council of each parish church. I want to thank them very
deliberately for the feedback, questions, concerns, and emotions
they have shared as we work toward a solution. After next
weekend’s announcement, I will send a letter to every household in the Tri-Parish so that everyone might receive the same
information. I regret to make what are difficult changes that
will certainly affect everyone, but based on realities that are
both within and outside our control, and as one priest serving
four communities, certain decisions have to be made in order to
meet the pastoral needs for these various communities and do
what is right for everyone involved. I thank you for your prayers and patience with me during this time and also ask for your
respect and perseverance with the hope that only comes from
God and confidence that through every trial God can bring
about greater goods that we did not anticipate.

Mass Intentions, Readings, Saints
Monday, March 7
Sts Perpetua and Felicity
Isaiah 65:17-21; Psalm 30:2, 4-6, 11-13; John 4:43-54
Tuesday, March 8
St. John of God
Ezekiel 47:1-9, 12; Psalm 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9; John 5:1-16
Rosary for Vocations 8:30 a.m. at St. Joseph
Wednesday, March 9
St. Frances of Rome
Isaiah 49:8-15; Psalm 145:8-9, 13-14, 17-18; John 5:17-30
Thursday, March 10
Lenten Weekday
Exodus 32:7-14; Psalm 106:19-23; John 5:31-47
7:30-8:30 a.m. Eucharistic Adoration and Benediction
8:30 a.m. Mass at St. Teresa  Joe Adams
Friday, March 11
Lenten Weekday
Wisdom 2:1, 12-22; Psalm 34:17-21, 23;
John 7:1-2, 10, 25-30
10:30 a.m. Mass at MCH
 John Breiter
Saturday, March 12
Lenten Weekday
Jeremiah 11:18-20; Psalm 7:2-3, 9-12; John 7:40-53
7:30-8:30 a.m. Eucharistic Adoration and Benediction
8:30 a.m. Mass at St. Teresa  Richard Nowak
5:00 p.m. YELL Mass at St. Teresa
 Don Minkel
Sunday, March 13
Fifth Sunday of Lent
Isaiah 43:16-21 ; Psalm 126:1-6;
Philippians 3:8-14; John 8:1-11
8:00 a.m. Youth Mass at St. Matthew
People of the tri-parish
10:00 a.m. Loaves and Fishes Mass at St. Joseph
 Gordon Grover
Meetings and Events in the tri-parish
Wednesdays 1 p.m.

Wednesdays 4:15 p.m.
Thursdays 9 a.m.
Monday, March 14 7 p.m.

Quilters at St. Teresa

Rosary at St. Teresa
Bible Study at St. Teresa
St. Teresa CCW

Especially in this Year of Mercy, Pope Francis has
called all of us to make a good Confession this Lent.
If you have not had the opportunity to do so yet, Father has
set up additional times for Confession:
Tuesday, March 15th 5 p.m.—6 p.m. at St. Teresa
Wednesday, March 23th 5p.m.—6p.m. at St. Teresa
Those, on the other hand, who recognize that they are weak
and sinful entrust themselves to God and obtain from him grace
and forgiveness. It is precisely this message that must be transmitted: what counts most is to make people understand that in
the Sacrament of Reconciliation, whatever the sin committed, if
it is humbly recognized and the person involved turns with trust
to the priest-confessor, he or she never fails to experience the
soothing joy of God's forgiveness. - Pope Benedict XVI – On the
Sacrament of Confession

God, grant healing and peace to the sick of our communities who have requested our prayers:
Angie Gartner, Jim Swanson, Hank Massop, Jim Carey,
Kitty Cumbee, Eugene Langworthy, Aubrielle Catherine
Howley, Kelly (Wittrock) Howley, Bill O’Brien, Lloyd Mitchell
If you or a member of your family would like our prayers, please
call 524-3127 and ask to be put on this prayer list. Each name will
remain on the list for eight weeks unless the office is notified to
leave the name for a longer amount of time.

Faith Formation
Faith Formation Classes: All classes on March 9th will be
held at St. Teresa during the Family Faith Formation Year of
Mercy event.
Reminder: In case of bad weather, faith formation class
closings and Mass cancellations will be announced on the
following stations: KTOE 1420 AM, and on KEYC TV (also
on their website)
Faith Formation stations for Lent:
St Matthew: Lenten Supper and Stations
On Wednesday, March 16 there will be a
supper served by a CCW circle at 5:30 –
6:30 pm. Stations of the Cross for all parishioners will begin at 6:30 pm. All adults are encouraged to
attend this Lenten devotion.
Faith Formation Class will be held at 6:30-7:30 p.m.
St. Joseph: Stations of the Cross will be led by Faith
Formation students on Wednesday, March 16 beginning
at 6:30 p.m.
All parishioners are invited to attend and pray with the
youth of the parish.
St. Teresa: Stations of the Cross will be led by 9th grade
students on March 16. Stations begin at 7:15 p.m.

Parish News
St Joseph Church: Loaves and Fishes Mass
next weekend, March 13. Celebration of St.
Joseph’s Feast day and also Lenten activities
for the kids. Join us for Mass and a meal after
of BBQ and salad. Come for fellowship and to
support the local food shelf. A great opportunity
for the Lenten practice of almsgiving.
Feast of St. Joseph— March 19
St Joseph most just, most chaste, most obedient and faithful,
Pray for us
St Matthew: Spring cleaning volunteers needed in the
kitchen and dining hall. A list will be on the counter with
areas needing attention. It is hoped this can be done during March. Thank You!
On each Friday during Lent , beginning February 12,
Stations of the Cross will be lead by Fr. Kern or Deacon Chris at St. Teresa beginning at 5:30p.m. There
will be a Lenten supper following these devotions, at
about 6:15 p.m. Replacing this on Friday, March 11
will be the famous Fish Fry.

Tri-parish Family Faith Formation
Year of Mercy Event
Wednesday, March 9
Dinner served from
5:30 –6:30 p.m.
(pulled pork, salads, dessert)
Key Note Speaker, Ben Frost
6:30—7:30 p.m.
Ben Frost is the Director of Youth and Young Adult
Ministry for the Diocese of Winona and is an extremely
engaging speaker who will encourage and challenge
our Tri-parish to encounter anew the Mercy and Love
of God.
After the talk there will be snacks and a social with time
for discussion and fellowship.
During the talk, 6:30—7:30, all faith formation students in K-8th grade will meet for
special activities and learning.
All high school students will attend the talk
and then meet for class from 7:30-8:30 p.m.
This event will take place at St. Teresa
Church and classrooms.
This is a great opportunity to learn about and experience as
a family God’s unfathomable Love and Mercy. Make this a
priority this Lent.
Please pray for the soul of Laura Walters, who
passed into eternal life Feb. 17th, that she rests in
the arms of the Lord. Eternal rest grant unto her o
Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon her.
St. Teresa: Famous Lenten Fish Fry
Friday, March 11 from 5-7 p.m.
featuring all the Beer Batter Fried Fish you can eat,
potato, salad, roll and beverage. If you are able to
help with this fundraiser, please call Sara Wenner,
340-0382. All are invited to attend!
Saturday, March 19 Fundraiser Supper for the Youth
of the tri-parish, including those attending the Catholic Heart
Work Camp, Steubenville, and Camp Summit. It will begin
after the 5 p.m. Mass at St. Teresa. We'll be serving hot dishes, salads, and desserts. Free will donation
It’s time to gear up for the largest statewide food and fund
drive to help restock MN food shelves. The MN FoodShare
March Campaign is the annual food and fund drive involving
the 300 food shelves around the state. The “Pack the Pews”
event will be the weekend of March 19-20. You are encouraged to bring a grocery bag of non-perishables to your worship service to be donated to Loaves and Fishes.
The March campaign also matches the dollar amount donated throughout the month of March. Remember, for every
dollar you donate, we can buy $10 worth of food using our
network which includes Second Harvest, Dietz Foods and
other organizations. “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever
you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did
for me.’

SERTOMA SERVICE TO MANKIND NOMINEES are people who make significant volunteer contributions to those in
need in our community. Send your letters of nomination
to: Louise Webb, PO Box 93, Mapleton, MN 56065 or call
507-524-4066 by March 15, 2016.

Our Catholic World

Stewardship of Treasure
God’s generosity will never be
outdone by our own.

Our tri-parish was blessed to have three baptisms recently.
We joyfully welcome these souls into our Catholic Family.

St. Teresa: (February 28 )
Weekly collection…
Amount collected year to date…
Amount budgeted year to date ..

$3291.14
$115,693.35
$110,742.00

St. Matthew (February 27)
Weekly collection………
Amount collected year to date…
Amount budgeted year to date…

$488.00
$43,597.72
$46,620.00

St. Joseph (February 28)
Weekly collection …..
Amount collected year to date…
Amount budgeted year to date

$1099.00
$35,997.95
$39,410.00

Ministry Roles
March 12

St. Teresa

5:00 p.m.

Reader: Youth
Minister of Communion: Kevin Donovan,
Ted Landsteiner
Hospitality: Youth
Gifts: Youth
Servers: Nathan Trio, Kendall Wede,
Dylan Passmore
Money Counters: Marie Gartner, Butch Bach

March 13

St. Matthew 8:00 a.m.

Reader: Youth
Minister of Communion: Justin Davis,
Brad Lanoue
Hospitality: Youth
Servers: Henry Cooling, Thomas Cooling
Money Counters: Char Schuch, Maria Sanders

March 13

St. Joseph 10:00 a.m.

Reader: Youth
Minister of Communion: Dan Sohre, Dean Sohre
Hospitality: Youth
Gifts: Youth
Servers: Ethan McGregor, Taylor Hollerich
Money Counters: Leah Davis, Dan Sohre
Ministry schedules are available on the website: sjsmst.org

February 13 at St. Teresa: Katherine Marie Morgan, daughter of Charlie Morgan and Allisha Bright
February 27 at St. Matthew: Briella Ann Brandt, daughter of Zachary
and Alex Brandt
February 28 at St. Teresa: Henry Paul Appel, son of Jason Appel and
Krista Johnson
May these children of God and their families always live in the light of
Christ.
The Catholic Men’s Conference seeks
to develop and foster a community of
men centered on the true man, Jesus
Christ, and to inspire men to follow
Him in the path of holiness.
There will be two speakers, adoration,
a chance for confession, and holy
Mass with the Bishop. Call the office
or watch the bulletin for more details

We Adore You O Christ
and We Praise You
Beginning at noon at St. Teresa on each of the
six Sundays in Lent, Fr Kern will expose the
Eucharist on the Altar and begin a time of Adoration with the
praying of the Divine Mercy Chaplet and Litany.
Adoration will then continue until 10 p.m.
Since we can never leave Our Lord alone, there will be sign up sheets
available to make sure someone will always be present the entire time
that Jesus is exposed on the altar each Sunday. Please consider if
you will be able to make that commitment and promise to Jesus to stay
with Him awhile. Of course, anyone can come at any time during the
day to pray without being signed up.
“Could you not watch one hour with Me?"
Diocese of Winona Women’s Lenten Retreat
Saturday, March 12 9 a.m.—4 p.m.
at St. Joseph Church, 512 South Elm Ave, Owatonna
Retreat will be led by Amanda Teixeira, former FOCUS missionary.
She will inspire with God’s take on money, the importance of prayer,
and the every day real life experience of adoption.
Join us for a day of true spiritual renewal! To register contact the parish office or go to www.dow.org. Fee is $20-$30 depending on how
soon you register.
CRS Operation Rice Bowl incorporates all three pillars
of Lent:
prayer, fasting, and almsgiving.
Operation Rice Bowl Prayer: We lift our prayers to you,
God of Love, on behalf of our brothers and sisters in need.
As we learn about their struggles, our almsgiving comes to their aid; our
fasting unites us in their hunger. You call us to be disciples for all nations.
Bless us this Lenten season. Amen. Rice Bowl items are available at all
churches.

