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Welcome!
We’re here to help you begin or continue your faith
journey, so you can find true peace, happiness and
purpose in life. If you would like to join one of our
parishes, contact any staff member and we will be
honored to officially welcome you home!

Third Sunday of Advent
Gaudete Sunday

Tri-Parish Mass Schedule
Saturday 5:00 p.m. at St. Joseph (1st, 3rd, 5th)
At St. Matthew (2nd, 4th)
Sunday
9:00 am at St. Teresa
Weekdays: Please see Inside Bulletin
Holy Days

See Inside Bulletin

Eucharistic Adoration held before daily Mass
Tri-Parish Office
Hours:
Monday-Friday 9am-4:30pm
Address:
104 West Silver Street
Mapleton, Minnesota 56065
Phone:
(507) 524-3127
Email:
sjsmst@hickorytech.net
Website:
www.sjsmst.org
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/SJSMST
Mass Times: (507) 387-8806
Tri-Parish Staff
Father Jason Kern, Pastor
(507) 524-4628
frjkern@hickorytech.net
Deacon Chris Walchuk
(507) 469-5563
cwalchuk@frontier.com
Carol Cyr, Tri-parish Manager
(507) 524-3127
sjsmst@hickorytech.net
Darla Graf, Bookkeeper
(507) 524-4646
darlatp@hickorytech.net
Jonah Lippert Tri-parish Director of
Faith Formation and Youth Ministry
(507) 327-2767
triparish.youthminister@gmail.com

... the blind regain their sight, the lame walk,

lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear,
the dead are raised,
and the poor have the good news
proclaimed to them.
Matthew 11:10

The Sacrament of Baptism
Pre-Baptism preparation is required. Please contact the
office at least one month before the desired date.
The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick Please notify
the office if you or a family member is in the hospital or
homebound and would like a pastoral visit.
The Sacrament of Reconciliation
One half hour before each weekend Mass, 8a.m. Thursday at St. Teresa or by private appt. with Fr. Kern
The Sacrament of Marriage
All Catholics need to meet with the priest or deacon at
least 6 months before being married. Contact the office
at least 6 months in advance of your wedding.

From the Heart

by Fr. Jason Kern

As we celebrate the third Sunday of Advent we
rejoice in the Lord not because God gives us what
we want or makes us feel good when we do nice things for
others. We must learn the art of worship of God which means
we rejoice in Him because of Who He is. God is all powerful, all knowing, and all good. He is merciful and gracious.
Yet God is God. He is not a buddy or pal who always affirms
us. He is the all-holy God who calls us to follow His commands and laws—the Ten Commandments. Yes, God is personal and loving—yet He is also incomprehensible and mysterious. He is perfect and becoming a more faithful Catholic
means I become more like Him not in a vague, be nice sense,
but rather that I learn to partake of His Presence by receiving
Him in Holy Communion and being purified by the remission
of my sins in Confession. It seems that in today’s Christian
climate we more often go to Mass or church for what it does
for me rather than for truly loving God for Who He is. While
we certainly receive strength, peace, grace, and other benefits
from our acts of faithfulness, the purpose of Mass is not our
feeling better about ourselves, but it’s for the worship of God
who is worthy of all our praise, all our love, all our sacrifice.
This then is a Christianity lived not just for ourselves, not just
for our community, but for the Glory of God. As C.S. Lewis
writes, “I didn't go to religion to make me happy. I always
knew a bottle of Port would do that. If you want a religion to
make you feel really comfortable, I certainly don't recommend Christianity.” This saying of Lewis sums it up well—
we are called to be persistently uncomfortable with our progress in the spiritual life and always seeking a deeper union
with God and a greater love for Him and our neighbor. Our
Christian faith should stir us with a deeper zeal and love for
God than we had the day before.
As we draw near to the very mystery of God uniting His Divinity to our human nature in Jesus taking flesh in the womb
of the Blessed Virgin Mary and being born in our likeness as
fully God and fully man, we welcome His power and majesty
that is veiled in humility. He is humbly born into a manger
with the power to forgive your sins. He is obedient to Joseph
and Mary though He is their Creator. He is a member of the
Jewish race, traditions, and religion, though He Himself is
God and the very origin of each. The beauty of the Incarnation is immense. This week we celebrated the feast of of St.
Nicholas who was a 4th Century bishop of Myra. St. Nicholas, far from being just mythological story we come to know
as Santa Clause, was a great defender of the Divinity of Jesus
Christ. He waged battle against a time and place where people were denying or misunderstanding the truth of Jesus being
fully divine. It is bishops like Nicholas and St. Athansius
with his quote below that defended the authentic teaching of
the Scriptures, the Apostles, and Jesus Himself.
St. Athanasius, a Bishop in the 4th Century said, “Jesus became what we are that he might make us what he is.”

Mass Intentions, Readings, Saints
Monday, December 12
Our Lady of Guadalupe
Zechariah 2:14-17; Judith 13:18-19; Luke 1:26-38
Tuesday, December 13
St. Lucy
Zephaniah 3:1-2, 9-13; Psalm 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-19, 23;
Matthew 21:28-32
Rosary for Vocations 8:30 a.m. at St. Joseph
Wednesday, December 14
St. John of the Cross
Isaiah 45:6-8, 18, 21-25; Psalm 85:9-14; Luke 7:18-23
4:15 p.m. Rosary for our country at St. Teresa
Thursday, December 15
Advent Weekday
Isaiah 54:1-10; Psalm 30:2, 4-6, 11-13; -12; Luke 7:24-30
Friday, December 16
Advent Weekday
Isaiah 56:1-3, 6-8; Psalm 67:2-3, 5, 7-8; John 5:33-36
Saturday, December 17
Late Advent Weekday
Genesis 49:2, 8-10; Psalm 72:1-4, 7-8, 17; Matthew 1:1-17
5:00 p.m. Loaves and Fishes Mass at St. Joseph
People of the tri-parish
Sunday, December 18
Fourth Sunday in Advent
Isaiah 7:10-14; Psalm 24:1-6; Romans 1:1-7;
Matthew 1:18-24
9:00 a.m. Mass at St. Teresa  Lucille Kunkel
Meetings and Events in the tri-parish
Wednesdays 1 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 15 9a.m.

Quilting at St. Teresa
Bible Study at St. Teresa

From Dec. 17-23 the Church observes
the ancient custom of praying the “O”
Antiphons, so called because each one
addresses Christ with a different Biblical
title beginning with “O”. If you take the
first letter of each Latin title starting backward at Dec. 23, you will form the Latin
words, Ero Cras, which mean, "Tomorrow I
will come."
Praying the “O” Antiphons can be found in
the back of the Magnificat Advent Companion that many
of you have picked up. A few copies are still available at
each church. Take time this year as Advent comes to a
close to pray these ancient prayers to make yourself
ready for the coming of Our Lord .

The Incarnation of Jesus makes possible for us the path to
living in Communion with God now and especially forever being united to Him in Heaven. Jesus, by uniting Himself to the material world, has made the material world
holy. When we say Oh Come Let us Adore Him, we are
speaking about Jesus, in His Divine Nature, who has become man—is worthy of every praise and worship of our
hearts. Truly—Glory to God in the highest.

God, grant healing and peace to the sick of our
communities who have requested our prayers:
Maureen Springer, Lucille Schubbe, Stanley Gartner,
John Pluym, Toos Roelofs, Jan Samuelson, Jerry
Wersal, Jim Carey, If you or a member of your family
would like our prayers, please call 524-3127 and ask to be put on
this prayer list. Each name will remain on the list for eight weeks
unless the office is notified to leave the name for a longer amount
of time.

Faith Formation
Classes will be held Wednesday, December 14
Pancake Breakfast December 11
at St. Teresa Church 10 a.m.
to support the Youth Mission Trip
and Conferences

Parish News
End of the year contributions must be in the office or postmarked by December 31 in order to count towards tax deductions for 2016. Please consider a gift to your church
this Christmas Season, and as always, thank you for your
continued generosity.

St. Teresa: The Christmas story will be presented on Sunday, December 18th after mass.
Plan on staying for this special presentation and
then enjoying donuts afterward.

Confession heals, confession justifies, confession grants
pardon of sin, all hope consists in confession; in confession
there is a chance for mercy. --St. Isidore of Seville
The Advent Tri-parish Communal Penance Service will be
held Wednesday December 21 at 7 p.m.
Prepare for the coming of the Lord!

St. Joseph. Our "Advent" Loaves and Fishes Mass
is Saturday, December 17th. Free will donations will
go to the Maple River Food Shelf. We begin with
Mass at 5 p.m.., then celebrate with food and fellowship and Advent crafts for the kids. Our CCW+
Group will also host a cookie exchange.

Joy missing this Christmas? Come join us for caroling and a chili and soup supper on Sunday,
Dec. 18th. Meet in the basement of St. Teresa
Church at 2:45 pm. Please remember that there
will be Adoration taking place in the church, so
keep voices down as you enter. We will begin caroling at 3
p.m. and be back by 5 p.m. for supper. Chili and soup will be
provided, complimentary side dishes welcomed. Carolers
from all three parishes are most welcome!
Help Feed the Starving Children! On Saturday, December
17 from 9 a.m.—noon at the kitchen at St. Teresa Church we
will be packing food for Jesus Food, an organization that
sends nutritious meals to children all over the world. Help is
needed to pack and also donations are needed to pay for the
ingredients for the meals. Contact Bernie Langworthy for
more information or to donate:340-1671.

Christmas Eve Choir practice will be held at St. Matthews on Wednesday December 21st at 7:00 pm. If
you will be attending the 5:00 pm Christmas Eve
Mass at St. Matthews this year and would like to join
us, please feel free to come. All are welcome! Contact Lynn at 549-3010 with any questions.
Christmas Flowers. If you would like to donate

for Christmas flowers, you may use the envelope
marked for that purpose or use a plain envelope
marked “Christmas Flowers”. You may include a
list of the names of people you would like to remember.
St. Teresa: Much work goes into making the Christmas environment in the Gathering Space beautiful each year. This
year the decorations and ornaments were changed, creating
additional expense. If you can give an additional donation to
cover some of this expense, it would be appreciated. The
other color schemes will be used again in the future.
Special request: If you come to Mass at St. Teresa
Church please do not park on the north side of the parking
lot. That side is for our neighbors at St. John Lutheran
Church, and they have requested we remind people of this
since the services at the churches now coincide.
Thank you!
Bernie and Dilly Langworthy are celebrating their
50th wedding anniversary! Come celebrate with
them on Sunday, December 11, from 3-5 p.m.,
at Maggie J's. The couple requests no gifts
Sunday, December 11
Gaudete Sunday
“Rejoice in the Lord always “
The third Sunday in Advent, Gaudete Sunday, provides us
with encouragement to continue our spiritual preparation—
especially prayer and fasting—for Christmas. It is a time of
rejoicing as we near the coming of the Lord.
To celebrate this day we will have a special time of
prayer and music and a short
presentation by Fr. Kern during adoration,
11:00 a.m. to noon.
Check out the kiosk in the St. Teresa gathering space for
some new additions. New books and CD’s will help you prepare for Christmas and the Feast of Mary, Mother of God!
Holiday Boxes are back!
It’s that time of year and in the holiday spirit,
Maple River Loaves & Fishes will again be
handing out Christmas boxes. In these boxes
are a complete meal, including a ham and all
the trimmings plus dessert.
We will be packing the boxes December 11th
at 1 pm at St. Teresa’s and handing them out
on December 13th from 3-6 pm at St. Teresa’s in Mapleton.
We can always use volunteers to help!
The cost for the boxes is $40/box and we anticipate handing
out over 130 Christmas Boxes this year. Please consider
sponsoring a box (or several) this holiday season.
Thank you for your generous support for our food shelf, both
financially and with prayer.

Our Catholic World

Stewardship of Treasure
God’s generosity will never be
outdone by our own.
St. Teresa (December 4)
Weekly collection

$2927.00

Amount collected year to date

$80,676.70

Amount budgeted year to date

$74,980.00

St. Matthew (November 26)
Weekly collection

$639.00

Amount collected year to date

$12,995.56

Amount budgeted year to date

$28,600.00

St. Joseph (December 3)
Weekly collection

$1546.00

Amount collected year to date

$18,082.96

Amount budgeted year to date

$26,057.00

St. Joseph

5:00 p.m.

Reader: Youth
Minister of Communion: John FitzSimmons,
Paul FitzSimmons
Hospitality: Youth
Servers: Ben trio, Ethan McGregor
Money Counters: Paul FitzSimmons,
Kim Kleven

December 18

St. Teresa 9:00 a.m.

Reader: George Leary
Minister of Communion: Cliff Anderson,
Marcie Anderson
Hospitality: Emily Minkel, Kay Proehl,
Mike and Jan Samuelson
Gifts: Cliff and Marcie Anderson
Servers: McKenzie Reuter, Brooke Reuter,
Ethan Sindelir, Aiden Sindelir
Money Counters: Jan Sonnek, Sandy Miller
Ministry schedules are available on the website: sjsmst.org

Let us understand that God is a physician, and that suffering
is a medicine for salvation, not a punishment for damnation.
---St. Augustine of Hippo

Please prayerfully consider making a year-end gift to support the annual Diocesan Catholic Ministries Appeal. If we do not make our goal
by the end of the 2016 calendar year, the Bishop requires that the
remaining amount be paid in full from parish funds. Envelopes for the
Catholic Ministries Appeal are available at the entrances of each
Church; please return your gift by December 31, 2016. You can mail
your contribution directly to the diocese, or put your envelope in the
collection basket during any weekend Mass. Thank you for your generosity in helping with the needs of the our Diocesan Church.
Contribution envelopes for 2017 are available. If you wish
to receive envelopes and have not in the past please call the
office. Also, if you have received envelopes in past years but
do not wish to receive/use please let us know and we will not
get them for you next year.. If you would like to start or change having
your contributions automatically transferred, authorization forms are
available. Thank you for your continued generosity.

Let us prayerfully watch for the
coming of the Lord

Ministry Roles
December 17

St. Joseph:
St. Matthew:
St. Teresa:

Results so far for the
2016 Diocesan Catholic Ministries Appeal
# of donors Amount
Goal
% of goal
9
$2025
$4,860
42
10
$1835
$4,890
38
45
$6830
$14,310
48

Each Sunday of Advent at 10
a.m. at St. Teresa Church, Fr
Kern will expose the Eucharist on the Altar and begin
the time of Adoration.
Adoration will then continue until 10 p.m.
This is a great opportunity to increase your awareness of
the true meaning of Christmas and prepare for the Lord’s coming.

This is the season of joyful hope and why we
light that rose colored candle today as a reminder that amidst a life and season of discipline and penance we are people of joyful
hope awaiting Jesus to break-through here and
now with His definitive grace. Break-through
my hard heart Jesus, break through the pain in
my family, in our parishes, and in our world.
Come Lord.
Lord Jesus come.

Christmas Mass schedule:
December 24
5:00 p.m. Mass at St. Matthew
7:00 p.m. Mass at St. Joseph
Midnight Mass at St. Teresa
Come early for each Christmas Eve Mass for
music prelude
December 25
9:00 a.m. Mass at St. Teresa

