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December 138, 2016
Fourth Sunday of Advent

Welcome!

We’re here to help you begin or continue your faith
journey, so you can find true peace, happiness and
purpose in life. If you would like to join one of our
parishes, contact any staff member and we will be
honored to officially welcome you home!

Tri-Parish Mass Schedule

Saturday 5:00 p.m. at St. Joseph (1st, 3rd, Sth)
At St. Matthew (2nd, 4th)

Sunday 9:00 am at St. Teresa

Weekdays: Please see Inside Bulletin

Holy Days See Inside Bulletin

Eucharistic Adoration held before daily Mass

Tri-Parish Office

Hours: Monday-Friday 9am-4:30pm
Address: 104 West Silver Street
Mapleton, Minnesota 56065
Phone: (507) 524-3127
Email: sjsmst@hickorytech.net
Website: www.sjsmst.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/SJSMST
Mass Times: (507) 387-8806 g 0 P

Tri-Parish Staff

Behold, the virgin shall conceive
Father Jason Kern, Pastor
(507) 524-4628 and bear a son,

frjkern@hickorytech.net and t]Je)/ shall name him Emmanuel,

Deacon Chris Walchuk which means “God is with us.” Matthew 1223
(507) 469-5563

cwalchuk@frontier.com
The Sacrament of Baptism

Carol Cyr, Tri-parish Manager
(507) 524-3127
sjsmst@hickorytech.net

Darla Graf, Bookkeeper
(507) 524-4646
darlatp@hickorytech.net

Jonah Lippert Tri-parish Director of
Faith Formation and Youth Ministry

(507) 327-2767

triparish.youthminister@gmail.com

Pre-Baptism preparation is required. Please contact the
office at least one month before the desired date.

The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick Please notify
the office if you or a family member is in the hospital or
homebound and would like a pastoral visit.

The Sacrament of Reconciliation
One half hour before each weekend Mass, 8a.m. Thurs-
day at St. Teresa or by private appt. with Fr. Kern

The Sacrament of Marriage

All Catholics need to meet with the priest or deacon at
least 6 months before being married. Contact the office
at least 6 months in advance of your wedding.


http://www.faithclipart.com/image/four-purple-advent-candles-on-wreath-one-lit.html

AT From the Heart
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i _l As we celebrate the final Sunday of Advent, |
pray this final full week will be a final oppor-

tunity for you to welcome the Lord in a most fundamental
way. Advent has been beautiful this year yet, like most
years, it has gone by rapidly as many things get planned
and packed into the calendar leading up to Christmas. This
time of year I always say a few extra prayers for people
who lost a loved one this year and miss their physical pres-
ence around the holiday season. Traditions are changed
when we don’t have the same people around to celebrate
them. I also pray for those who had a difficult year for var-
ious reasons of health, finances, or any other situation.
During these stretches of life we are reminded that there
truly is hope in the Person of Jesus Christ. He is our com-
fort and strength. Trust in the Lord and He will act. Trust
in the Lord as He is savior. Jesus comes to us in our day to
day struggles and this week we prepare to rejoice in His
presence when He is born into the world to not just be a
‘cute’ infant, but to unite God to Man—His Divinity to our
humanity. This mystery of God in the flesh is truly a rea-
son to rejoice and give thanks no matter life’s circumstanc-
es because God has revealed His love for you in the Person
of Jesus. Please joinus forourAd v e nt
De c e mbart ZafStnTeresa to have that final
preparation to clean the soul for the Presence of God to
enter in! Three priests (including me) will be available for
individual confession and absolution.

by Fr. Jason Kern

The upcoming liturgical calendar is a beautiful time of year
with next weekend celebrating Christmas, New Year’s
weekend celebrating Mary, Mother of God which the early
Church called her in Greek Theotokos or God-bearer, and
the weekend of January 7-8 as the Feast of Epiphany where
the wise men arrive with gifts of gold, frankincense, and
myrrh for the King Jesus. These holy days are beautiful
times to remember the Christmas season continues beyond
one day or our own family celebrations. We rejoice in the
mystery! As it regards my calendar, I will take a couple
days off the week of December 26-30™ and then gear up
for the SEEK Conference with 13,000 college students
January 3"-7". We will take around 85 students from
MSU, Mankato by bus to San Antonio, TX. Due to travel |
will be gone for the weekend Masses on January 7" and
8™ Please keep me and all the students in your prayers as
this is the best Catholic conference in the country and real-
ly opens up opportunities for young people to make a deep-
er commitment to Christ and many for the first time in
their lives experience the profound love God has for them
and the beautiful richness of the Church and Her teachings.
Thanks and a Blessed Final Week of Advent! If you are
traveling for Christmas—Merry Christmas!!

Penanc

Mass Intentions, Readings, Saints

Monday, December 19 Late Advent Weekday
Judges 13:2-7, 24-25; Psalm 71:3-6, 16-17; Luke 1:5-25

Tuesday, December 20 Late Advent Weekday
Isaiah 7:10-14; Psalm 24:1-6; Luke 1:26-38
Rosary for Vocations 8:30 a.m. at St. Joseph

Wednesday, December 21 St. Peter Canisius
Song of Songs 2:8-14; Psalm 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21;
Luke 1:39-45

4:15 p.m. Rosary for our country at St. Teresa

Thursday, December 22 Late Advent Weekday

1 Samuel 1:24-28; 1 Samuel 2:1, 4-8; Luke 1:46-56
7:30-8:30 a.m. Eucharistic Adoration and Benediction
8:30 a.m. Mass at St. Teresa YEugene

Friday, December 23 St. John of Kanty
Malachi 3:1-4, 23-24; Psalm 25:4-5, 8-10, 14; Luke 1:57-66
10:30 aam.MassatMCH Y Anna Breiter

Saturday, December 24 Late Advent Weekday

2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8-12, 14, 16; Psalm 89:2-5, 27, 29;

Luke 1:67-79

5:00 p.m. Mass at St. Matthew Y Ron Jacobus

£:00 gra. Mass at-Sg Joseph Y Jim Larson
Midnight Mass at St. Teresa Pe op |l e epfartitseh

Sunday, December 25 The Nativity of the Lord
Isaiah 9:1-6; Psalm 96:1-3, 11-13; Titus 2:11-14;

Luke 2:1-14

9:00 a.m. Mass at St. Teresa

Y Hank Massop

Meetings and Events in the tri-parish

Tri-parish office will be closed Dec. 23, 26, and 27

Quilters will not meet at St Teresa from Dec. 21—Feb. 1

From Dec. 17-23 the Church
observes the ancient custom
of praying the “O” Antiphons,
so called because each one ad-
dresses Christ with a different
Biblical title beginning with “O”.
If you take the first letter of each
Latin title starting backward at
Dec. 23, you will form the Latin
words, Ero Cras, which mean,
"Tomorrow | will come."

Praying the “O” Antiphons can
'be found in the back of the Magnificat Advent Com-
1 panion that many of you have picked up. A few
copies are still available at each church. Take time
i this year as Advent comes to a close to pray these
iancient prayers to make yourself ready for the com-
'ing of Our Lord.
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God, grant healing and peace to the sick of our
communities who have requested our prayers:
Maureen Springer, Lucille Schubbe, Stanley Gartner,
John Pluym, Toos Roelofs, Jan Samuelson, Jerry

1! you will be attending the 5:00 pm Christmas Eve
"7 Mass at St. Matthews this year and would like to join

ei ght \{Ive(

Wersal, Jim Carey,| f you or a member W10 us, pldasgerfdel free to come. All are welcome! Con-
woul d |i ke pdweraspr 8ad&rl’s &88d ask to P tadt LyPrat 549-3010 with any questions.
this prayer 1ist. Each name WiI! remain on the |ist” for i
unless the office is notifameuwttorl eave--the-name-_-for--a-Jlongesr---_-_.
of ti me.

Christmas Flowers. If you would like to donate AW
- - for Christmas flowers, you may use the envelope 9
Faith Formation marked for that purpose or use a plain envelope

Classes will be held Wednesday, December 21 marked “Christmas Flowers”. You may include a \\_//
list of the names of people you would like to remember.

E Special request: If you come to Mass at St. Teresa
i Church please do not park on the north side of the parking

Thanks to everyone who supported the
youth by donating, working, or attending the
breakfast last week! About $700 was raised.

The money will be used to help send kids to the tlot. That side is for our neighbors at St. John Lutheran :
Youth Mission trip and to other events. i Church, and they have requested we remind people of this i
' since the services at the churches now coincide. :

: : Thank you! i

Parish News | you |

i Confession heals, confession justifies, confession grants |
pardon of sin, all hope consists in confession; in confession !
there is a chance for mercy.  --St. Isidore of Seville

St. Matthews will be decorating the church for
Christmas on Tuesday, December 20th start-
ing at 6:30. Everyone is invited to join us!

. Confession is an act of honesty and courage - an act of en- .

trusting ourselves, beyond sin, to the mercy of a loving and
I forgiving God. -Pope John Paul I

Discover who God is.....

i "He who covers his sins will not prosper,
But whoever confesses and forsakes them will
have mercy." (Proverbs 28:13)

Discover who you are....

Discover someone who knows
. everything about you— and
I(?v you and has an amazing
plan for your life.

. Prepare for Jesusos
| a good confession!

- The Advent Tri-parish Communal Penance Service will be . Learn how to read the Bible..

. held Wednesday December 21 at 7 p.m.
i at St. Teresa Church

Coming in January and March—
watch for more details.

Joy missing t BdmeoiCusfoi carolingan@ Everyone attending the midnight Mass on Christmas A

a chili and soup supper on Sunday, Dec. 18th. Meet in at St. Teresa Church is invited to stay afterward for a 5
the basement of St. Teresa Church at 2:45 pm. Please wine and cheese reception to celebrate together the
remember that there will be Adoration taking place in the birth of Christ the Lord.

church, so keep voices down as you enter. We
will begin caroling at 3 p.m. and be back by 5 p.m. !
for supper. Chili and soup will be provided, com-
plimentary side dishes welcomed. Carolers from
all three parishes are most welcomel!

'rEnd of the year contributions must be in the office or post- |
- marked by December 31 in order to count towards tax de- |
. ductions for 2016. Please consider a gift to your church

! this Christmas Season, and as always, thank you for your :
A Christmas gift to you: There are copies | continued generosity. !

IMOTHER
TERESA
CALCUTTA

rrrrr

of the book Mother Teresa of Calcutta — T T T T T T 4

available at each church. Please take a
copy and learn more about this remarkable
saint who gives such a shining example of Catholic Charities Counseling Services
how to see everything in our lives as a
message of God’s love. The book is filled
with stories that reveal a humorous, gifted,
= wise, and arresting woman who has a
message of real hope for our time.

Catholic Charities provides a full range of counseling ser-
vices to help individuals, couples, and families deal with a
variety of concerns. We accept most insurances or offer a
sliding fee for non-insured. Call Catholic Charities at 507-
387-5586.



Stewardship of Treasure

Godds generosity
outdone by our own.

St. Teresa (December 11)

Weekly collection $4527.46
Amount collected year to date $85,204.16
Amount budgeted year to date $78,240.00
St. Matthew (December 10)

Weekly collection $7,058.00
Amount collected year to date $20,053.56
Amount budgeted year to date $31,200.00
St. Joseph (December 3)

Weekly collection $1546.00
Amount collected year to date $18,082.96
Amount budgeted year to date $25,691.00

Ministry Roles

December 24 St. Matthew 5:00 p.m.
Reader: Neil Majeski
Minister of Communion: Justin Davis,
Maria Sanders

Hospitality: Jon Lewis family
Servers: Chloe Cumbee, Joseph Bennett
Money Counters: Maria Sanders,

Wendy Bennett

December 24 St. Joseph  7:00 p.m.

Reader: Julie FitzSimmons

Minister of Communion: Mary Beth Olson,
Christine Rahn

Hospitality: Paul and Rhonda Barnard

Servers: Lauren Kleven, Kyle Sohre

Money Counters: Laureen Sohre, Leah Davis

December 24 St. Teresa midnight

Reader: Tony Bach
Minister of Communion: Tony Bach,
Brenda Carey

Hospitality: Tony and Connie Bach,

Bernie and Dilly Langworthy
Gifts: Butch and Judy Bach
Servers: Evan Klein, Grant Klein, Jacob Rigdon,

Kayla Rigdon

Ministry schedules are available on the web-
site: sjsmst.org

Our Catholic World

wi | | ever be
4 d] Results so far for the
2018 2016 Diocesan Catholic Ministries Appeal
et forse # of donors Amount
St. Joseph: 10 $2125 $4,860 44
St. Matthew: 11 $1855 $4,890 39
St. Teresa: 47 $6950 $14,310 49

Please prayerfully consider making a year-end gift to support the an-
nual Diocesan Catholic Ministries Appeal. If we do not make our goal
by the end of the 2016 calendar year, the Bishop requires that the
remaining amount be paid in full from parish funds. Envelopes for the
Catholic Ministries Appeal are available at the entrances of each
Church; please return your gift by December 31, 2016. You can mail
your contribution directly to the diocese, or put your envelope in the
collection basket during any weekend Mass. Thank you for your gen-
erosity in helping with the needs of the our Diocesan Church.

church. If you receive envelopes, please pick them up soon.

Contribution envelopes for 2017 are available at each
Thank you for your continued generosity.

This Sunday is the last chance
this Advent to take advantage
of the opportunity to spend time with Our Lord in Adora-
tion. At 10 a.m. at St. Teresa Church, Fr Kern will expose
the Eucharist on the Altar and begin the time of Adora-
tion. Adoration will then continue until 10 p.m.

This is a great opportunity to increase your awareness of the
true meaning of Christmas and prepare for the Lord’s coming.

A Visit to the Blessed Sacrament —a prayer by John Henry Newman

| place myself in the presence of Him, in whose Incarnate Presence |
am before. | place myself there.

| adore Thee, O my Saviour, present here as God and man, in soul
and body, in true flesh and blood.

| acknowledge and confess that | kneel before that Sacred Humanity,
which was conceived in Mary’s womb and lay in Mary’s bosom; which
grew up to man’s estate, and by the Sea of Galilee called the Twelve,
wrought miracles, and spoke words of wisdom and peace; which in
due season hung on the cross, lay in the tomb, rose from the dead,
and now reigns in heaven.

| praise, and bless, and give myself wholly to Him, Who is the true
Bread of my soul, and my everlasting joy.

December 25 St. Teresa 9 a.m.

Reader: Jeff Kunkel
Minister of Communion: Kevin Donovan,
Alice Germo

Hospitality: Jeff and Vicki Kunkel,

John and Marla Trio
Gifts: Jeff and Vicki Kunkel
Servers: Anthony Kunkel, Jon Kunkel,

Will Stencel, Cole Stencel

Money counters: Vicki Kunkel, Bob Bissonette
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