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Welcome!
We’re here to help you begin or continue your faith
journey, so you can find true peace, happiness and
purpose in life. If you would like to join one of our
parishes, contact any staff member and we will be
honored to officially welcome you home!

First Sunday of Lent

Tri-Parish Mass Schedule
Saturday 5:00 p.m. at St. Joseph (1st, 3rd, 5th)
At St. Matthew (2nd, 4th)
Sunday
9:00 am at St. Teresa
Weekdays: Please see Inside Bulletin
Holy Days

See Inside Bulletin

Eucharistic Adoration held before daily Mass
Tri-Parish Office
Hours:
Monday-Friday 9am-4:30pm
Address:
104 West Silver Street
Mapleton, Minnesota 56065
Phone:
(507) 524-3127
Email:
sjsmst@hickorytech.net
Website:
www.sjsmst.org
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/SJSMST
Mass Times: (507) 387-8806
Tri-Parish Staff
Father Jason Kern, Pastor
(507) 524-4628
frjkern@hickorytech.net
Deacon Chris Walchuk
(507) 469-5563
cwalchuk@frontier.com
Carol Cyr, Tri-parish Manager
(507) 524-3127
sjsmst@hickorytech.net
Darla Graf, Bookkeeper
(507) 524-4646
darlatp@hickorytech.net
Jonah Lippert Tri-parish Director of
Faith Formation and Youth Ministry
(507) 327-2767
triparish.youthminister@gmail.com

"Get away, Satan!
It is written:

The Lord, your God, shall you worship
and him alone shall you serve."
Matthew 4:10

The Sacrament of Baptism
Pre-Baptism preparation is required. Please contact the
office at least one month before the desired date.
The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick Please notify
the office if you or a family member is in the hospital or
homebound and would like a pastoral visit.
The Sacrament of Reconciliation
One half hour before each weekend Mass, 8a.m. Thursday at St. Teresa or by private appt. with Fr. Kern
The Sacrament of Marriage
All Catholics need to meet with the priest or deacon at
least 6 months before being married. Contact the office
at least 6 months in advance of your wedding.

From the Heart

by Fr. Jason Kern

Blessed beginnings to your Lenten journey! Jesus calls each of us to conversion! From where we are now
to where He wants to lead us in life! Lent focuses us and
centers us back on Jesus. I always deeply appreciate the
Season of Lent. There are special graces afforded us to be
able to open our hearts during this holy season to prepare for
the death and resurrection of our Lord in Holy Week. Although this year Lent is later starting on March 1st, it still
came fast. Lent begins this year on a snowy and blustery
day but come April 19th on Easter Sunday it will be warming and Spring will be present for us to rejoice in the blessings of our Savior. May your Lenten journey be one of
deepening conversion and awareness of the mercy of God.
I have stated that during Lent I want to focus on the essential
aspect of our faith the Liturgy of the Mass. We are so
blessed as Catholics to have a rich and beautiful faith and
tradition that is handed on from Jesus to the apostles and
century after century to us today. Yet, without understanding and awareness of what that means in our life, tradition
can come across cold or unavailable to meeting our needs
today. This is far from the case! As we look at the gift of
the Eucharist and the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass this Lent, I
hope you will grow some in understanding but even more in
appreciate and devotion for our Eucharistic Lord and His
Real Presence made available to us in the renewed Sacrifice
of Jesus. To highlight this emphasis, we have planned what
is called a “Teaching Mass” for Wednesday, March 15th at
6:15PM at St. Teresa (Dinner served before, starting at
5:30PM). While I don't want to turn the Mass into a lecture
or an instruction as it truly teaches us by its very nature, I
will explain the essential aspects of the Mass. I will use
what is available already within the Mass to help us understand how we can more fully enter into what is happening
rather than just sitting back as passive observers. I will attempt to keep it concise and keep reverence for the mystery
that is present in our Lord’s offering but to instruct us in
what is taking place at opportune times. I hope you will join
us and bring your family members!
Finally, please mark your calendars for our Lenten Penance
Service on Wednesday, March 22nd at 7:00PM at St. Teresa.
Part of our conversion needs to be utilizing the Sacrament of
Reconciliation at least once year as a bare minimum. One of
the four precepts (ie. bare minimum) of the Church is a yearly confession of our sins. We should confess any time we
have committed serious sins but the requirement is for once a
year as a minimum! This isn't a suggestion, it is a requirement to be a Catholic in good graces with the Church. Even
if it has been a while since you’ve gone, let us not settle for
simply fulfilling obligations but because of the mercy of Jesus, let us experience His love poured out in the forgiveness
of our sins.

Mass Intentions, Readings, Saints
Monday, March 6
Lenten Weekday
Leviticus 19:1-2, 11-18; Psalm 19:8-10, 15;
Matthew 25:31-46
Tuesday, March 7
Sts. Perpetua and Felicity
Isaiah 55:10-11; Psalm 34:4-7, 16-19; Matthew 6:7-15
Rosary for Vocations 8:30 a.m. at St. Joseph
Wednesday, March 8
St. John of God
Jonah 3:1-10; Psalm 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-19;
Luke 11:29-32
4:15 p.m. Rosary for our country at St. Teresa
Thursday, March 9

St. Frances of Rome

Esther C:12, 14-16, 23-25; Psalm 138:1-3, 7-8;
Matthew 7:7-12
Friday, March 10
Lenten Weekday
Ezekiel 18:21-28; Psalm 130:1-8; Matthew 5:20-26
Saturday, March 11
Lenten Weekday
Deuteronomy 26:16-19; Psalm 119:1-2, 4-5, 7-8;
Matthew 5:43-48
5:00 p.m. Mass at St. Matthew People of the tri-parish
Sunday, March 12
Second Sunday of Lent
Genesis 12:1-4; Psalm 33:4-5, 18-20, 22;
2 Timothy 1:8-10; Matthew 17:1-9
9:00 a.m. YELL Mass at St. Teresa Martha Pluym
Meetings and Events in the tri-parish
Wednesday 1:00 p.m.
Monday, March 13 7 p.m.

Quilters at St. Teresa
St. Teresa CCW

What is the purpose of Lenten sacrifice and resolutions? Why do we fast, abstain, and make sacrifices
during Lent?
“...(I) started paying attention to my relationship with God, and realized that I literally would not survive without him. I learned that God is not a lifeline to be
used as a last resort; he is, in fact, everything, whether
things are going well or badly. One reason we fast and
abstain and make sacrifices in Lent-in other words, one
reason we “do without”- is so that we can focus on the One
we cannot do without.”
from A Lenten Pilgrimage by
Archbishop J Peter Sartain
CRS Operation Rice Bowl incorporates all
three pillars of Lent: prayer, fasting, and
almsgiving.
Operation Rice Bowl Prayer: We lift our pray-

ers to you, God of Love, on behalf of our
brothers and sisters in need. As we learn
about their struggles, our almsgiving comes to their aid;
our fasting unites us in their hunger. You call us to be disciples for all nations. Bless us this Lenten season. Amen.
Rice Bowl items are available at all churches.

God, grant healing and peace to the sick of our
communities who have requested our prayers:
Angie Gartner, Shelly Holt, Todd Kopischke, Bill Fleming, Maureen Springer, Lucille Schubbe, Stanley Gartner, Toos Roelofs, Jan Samuelson, Jerry Wersal, Jim
Carey, If you or a member of your family would like our prayers,
please call 524-3127 and ask to be put on this prayer list. Each
name will remain on the list for eight weeks unless the office is
notified to leave the name for a longer amount of time.

Faith Formation
Classes will be held Wednesday, March 8
Middle School Lock-in: at St. Teresa
The Mission of My Life
Beginning Saturday, March 11 at noon &
ending at 10:30 a.m. (after Mass) on Sunday, March 12. for 6-8th Grades (students

may bring along a friend, if they choose)
There will be food, games, reflections, talks, Reconciliation and
more. A $5 registration fee needs to be returned with the permission slip. Permission slips will be given out at faith formation
class, or call the tri-parish office. Please pre-register to give us

a solid idea of how many to expect--however, preregistration is not required and all are welcome who can attend at the last minute. For more information call the office at
524-3127 or Jonah Lippert, 327-2767.

Parish News
There has been interest in beginning a lending library of
good Catholic books in the tri-parish. We have books already donated but are in need of a good, solid wooden
bookshelf to put in the gathering space at St. Teresa near
the sitting area. If you have one that you are willing to donate, please contact the tri-parish office– 524-3127.
Discover who God is…..
Discover who you are….
Discover someone who knows everything
about you— and loves you and has an amazing plan for your life. Learn how to read the
Bible.. Next time to begin the study:
Wednesday 5:30 –6:30 p.m. at St. Joseph
Begins March 22
If you have not signed up
please contact Shelli Grover or tri-parish office.
St. Joseph: Stations of the Cross will be
lead by the youth of the parish before Mass
(4:30 p.m.) on the following Saturdays:
March 18th, April 1st.
St Matthew: Lenten Supper and Stations
Wednesdays during Lent:
There will be a supper served at 5:30 – 6:30 pm. Meal will
be provided by:
March 8- St. Margaret circle.
March 15– no supper -tri-parish teaching Mass and supper
will be held at St. Teresa
March 22– St. Ann circle
March 29 St. Elizabeth circle
April 5– Men of the parish
Stations of the Cross will begin at 6:30 pm.
All parishioners are invited to attend this Lenten devotion.

St. Matthew: St. Elizabeth circle will be hosting a supper
after the 5 p.m. Mass on Saturday, March 11th. Please join
us for fellowship and food.
On each Friday during Lent , beginning March 3,
Stations of the Cross will be lead by Fr. Kern at St.
Teresa beginning at 5:30 p.m. There will be a Lenten supper following these devotions. Replacing the
supper on March 31 will be the famous Fish Fry.

St. Joseph: If you were unable to attend the Faith Formation fundraiser on Feb. 18th but would like to contribute
to help keep the students from paying tuition, you can still
do so. There are envelopes available marked for Faith Formation. You can mail it in to the office, or drop it in the collection basket. Thanks for your continued generosity!
Thursday Bible Study : We begin after 8:30 a.m. Mass
and serve a light breakfast. We will be using a book by Fr.
Gabriel Amorth, the renowned exorcist in Rome. It is a powerful, eye-opening book on the deadly antics of Satan and
his fallen angels, as well as spiritual remedies for each. It
begins with the truth that Jesus has already won the victory
over Satan.
You are invited to a baby shower for Laura (Matt) Holt on
Sunday, March 5 from 3-4:30 pm at the Hope Interfaith
Center, 114 Pohl Road, Mankato. Laura is registered at
Target and Amazon.
The Magnificat Lenten Companion is available at each
church. There are daily reflections and ideas for penance.
This is a great tool for increasing prayer during Lent.
John Thavis, longtime Vatican-based journalist and NY
Times best-selling author, will give a talk on "How the Vatican Evaluates Miracles, Apparitions & Other Supernatural Events" at 3:00 pm, Sunday, March 12, at St. Joseph
Parish (512 S. Elm, Owatonna). This is part of "The Call To
Be Catholic" speaker series. No charge; child care provided.
You are invited to a Belizean Dinner and mission trip
presentation. On Sunday, March 19, at 5:00 p.m. at St.
Teresa hall we will share with you the most typical Belizean meal– rice and beans and stewed chicken. We will
have a slide presentation and most of the team will be
there to share stories and answer questions. We hope to
share with you the impact you had on the people we
worked with as the trip is not possible without your support. If you are considering going next year come to find
out more– it is a hard week, but worth it!
John Pluym and his family would like to thank everyone for
the prayers during his illness. John is doing well; the cancer is gone. Your prayers and support are greatly appreciated.
Maple River Coaches Scholarship and Wrestler Pancake Breakfast
Sunday, March 5 8:30a.m.-12:30 p.m.
in the high school commons Cost $6 (under 6 yrs. eats
free) State wrestlers honored at 10:30 a.m.
2017 Service to Mankind Nominees are people who make
significant volunteer contributions to those in need in our
community. Please send your letters of nomination to
Louise Webb, PO Box 93, Mapleton (507-524-4066) by
March 15

Our Catholic World

Stewardship of Treasure
God’s generosity will never be
outdone by our own.
St. Teresa (February 26)
Weekly collection

$3023.79

Amount collected year to date

$128,113.47

Amount budgeted year to date

$114,100.00

St. Matthew (February 25)
Weekly collection

$1327.00

Amount collected year to date

$32,011.25

Amount budgeted year to date

$45,500.00

By now you should have received a letter from Bishop
Quinn asking for your support of the 2017 Catholic
Ministry Appeal. This appeal raises much needed
funds to run the ministries of the Diocese, including
Catholic Schools; Marriage and Family Life; Faith
Formation (including Newman Centers); Vocations
and Seminarians; Youth Ministry; Evangelization; Hispanic Ministry;
Lay Formation; and Communications (including the Courier and the
televised Sunday Mass).
Please prayerfully decide on an amount you can sacrificially give in
support of the work of the Diocese that reaches out to so many. You
can return the envelope included in your mailing directly to the Diocese, or return it to your parish. There are also envelopes available
at each church for you to use if you wish.

Goals for the 2017 Appeal are St. Joseph (February 18)
Weekly collection

St. Joseph: $4,770
$1569.00

Amount collected year to date

$37,631.46

Amount budgeted year to date

$37,978.00

Ministry Roles

March 11

St. Matthew 5:00 p.m.

Reader: Maureen Hollerich
Minister of Communion: Mary Caven,
Leah Davis
Hospitality: Neal Grover, Larry Hollerich
Gifts: Neal Grover, Larry Hollerich
Servers: Ethan McGregor, Taylor Hollerich
Money Counters: Leah Davis, Eli Depuydt

March 12

St. Teresa 9:00 a.m.

Reader: Youth
Minister of Communion: Alice Germo,
Deb Hager
Hospitality: Youth, Cliff and Marcie Anderson
Gifts: Youth
Servers: Ethan Sindelir, Aiden Sindelir,
Nathan Trio, Jackson Walters
Money Counters: Judy Bach, Jan Sonnek

St. Matthew: $4,830

St. Teresa: $13,900

We Adore You O Christ and
We Praise You
Beginning at 10:00 a.m. at St. Teresa on each of the
six Sundays in Lent, Fr Kern will expose the Eucharist on the Altar
and begin a time of Adoration which will continue until 10:00 p.m.
Since we can never leave Our Lord alone, there will be sign up sheets
available to make sure someone will always be present the entire time
that Jesus is exposed on the altar each Sunday. Please consider if you
will be able to make that commitment and promise to Jesus to stay with
Him awhile. Of course, anyone can come at any time during the day to
pray without being signed up.
“Could you not watch one hour with Me?"

 Alive in Christ
Family Event

Wednesday, March 15
Why do we genuflect and kneel? Why do we
begin Mass acknowledging our sins?
Does Christ die over again at every Mass?
Why do we say :Lamb of God” so often?
Have you ever wondered what was really
going on at Mass?
Come and find out! Father Kern will present a
teaching Mass– going through all the prayers and parts of the Mass
explaining the mysteries and prayers, the signs, symbols, words, and
realities.

Ministry schedules are available on the website: sjsmst.org

Dinner 5:30—6:15 p.m.

"Lent is a fitting time for self-denial; we would do
well to ask ourselves what we can give up in order to help and enrich others by our own poverty.
Let us not forget that real poverty hurts: no self denial is real without this dimension of penance. I
distrust a charity that costs nothing and does not
hurt."
-Pope Francis

DOW Women’s Lenten Retreat: We are excited to announce this
year’s Women’s Lenten Retreat will be focused on “Prayer and
Evangelization” with retreat leader Deb McManimon (Regional Missionary for St. Paul Street Evangelization). This will be held at St. Joseph Parish in Owatonna on March 18, 2017. Please visit http://
www.dow.org/event-details/105 for more details.

“Teaching Mass” begins at 6:15 p.m.
Come and explore the mystery and beauty of the Catholic Mass!

