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Welcome!
We’re here to help you begin or continue your faith
journey, so you can find true peace, happiness and
purpose in life. If you would like to join one of our
parishes, contact any staff member and we will be
honored to officially welcome you home!

Fourth Sunday of Lent
Laetare Sunday

Tri-Parish Mass Schedule
Saturday 5:00 p.m. at St. Joseph (1st, 3rd, 5th)
At St. Matthew (2nd, 4th)
Sunday
9:00 am at St. Teresa
Weekdays: Please see Inside Bulletin
Holy Days

See Inside Bulletin

Eucharistic Adoration held before daily Mass
Tri-Parish Office
Hours:
Monday-Friday 9am-4:30pm
Address:
104 West Silver Street
Mapleton, Minnesota 56065
Phone:
(507) 524-3127
Email:
sjsmst@hickorytech.net
Website:
www.sjsmst.org
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/SJSMST
Mass Times: (507) 387-8806
Tri-Parish Staff
Father Jason Kern, Pastor
(507) 524-4628
frjkern@hickorytech.net
Deacon Chris Walchuk
(507) 469-5563
cwalchuk@frontier.com
Carol Cyr, Tri-parish Manager
(507) 524-3127
sjsmst@hickorytech.net
Darla Graf, Bookkeeper
(507) 524-4646
darlatp@hickorytech.net
Jonah Lippert Tri-parish Director of
Faith Formation and Youth Ministry
(507) 327-2767
triparish.youthminister@gmail.com

The Fourth Sunday of Lent is called Laetare Sunday, when the Church
takes a bit of breather from Lenten practice and opens Mass with the
Entrance Antiphon, “Rejoice, Jerusalem … Be joyful, all who were in
mourning!” – taken from Isaiah chapter 66.
On this Sunday, we look with expectation to the great Solemnity of
Easter for which we have been preparing ourselves as a Church during the Lenten season. By its anticipation of the joy of Easter, Laetare
Sunday is meant to give us hope and encouragement as we slowly
progress towards the Paschal Feast.

http://www.fathersforgood.org/ffg/en/big_four/laetare_sunday.html

The Sacrament of Baptism
Pre-Baptism preparation is required. Please contact the
office at least one month before the desired date.
The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick Please notify
the office if you or a family member is in the hospital or
homebound and would like a pastoral visit.
The Sacrament of Reconciliation
One half hour before each weekend Mass, 8a.m. Thursday at St. Teresa or by private appt. with Fr. Kern
The Sacrament of Marriage
All Catholics need to meet with the priest or deacon at
least 6 months before being married. Contact the office
at least 6 months in advance of your wedding.

From the Heart

by Fr. Jason Kern

This week we will focus on the fruits and effects of the Mass available to us when we
participate in the Sacrifice of Jesus in a worthy manner with faith and devotion.
As we celebrate the Mass we must first and foremost
have in mind what is taking place: the death of Jesus on
the Cross through a memorial sacrifice. Jesus’ one death
on Calvary is renewed and perpetuated here and now.
We participate then in the saving death of Jesus. So,
what graces are specifically made available to you and
me each time we attend the Sacrifice of the Mass?
First, the Mass has the power to free us from sin. Remember, we are present to the saving death of Jesus in
the Mass—He died for our sins. So, if we are in a state
of grace but have committed venial sins, the Mass has the
power to wipe away our offenses and separate us further
from sin. It also has the power to preserve us from future
sin and strengthen our love for God and neighbor. A
clarifying point is that if we are in a state of mortal sin,
the grace afforded us is to desire more strongly to repent
of our sin and turn to God through Sacramental Confession.
Second, the Mass has the power to assist us in spiritual
growth and to overcome our weaknesses. The Mass
floods our souls with grace and heavenly blessings and
enables us to break from earthly attachments. The Mass
can increase and renew us in the life of grace and fortify
us to live the Christian life in the world. This perfection
in the spiritual life allows for us to be more deeply incorporated into the Church—Jesus’ body.
Finally, the Mass unites us more closely to Jesus and
draws us into a more intimate union with Him. We learn
to give thanks to God for all the gifts of His love that He
bestows on us and from the Holy Mass our joy and peace
is maintained and increased.
In conclusion, if we broke down the ways the Mass bears
fruit in our souls it would be the following:
As an offering of worship to our Heavenly Father
through Jesus in the power of the Holy Spirit.
As an offering of thanksgiving for the Father sending us
His Son and for His saving death on the Cross.
As the means by which both the living and the dead are
forgiven or purified of their sins and released from the
punishment owed to those sins.
As the means by which we obtain great graces and blessings from God and unite ourselves to God through our
union with the Body of Christ in His death and through
Holy Communion.

Mass Intentions, Readings, Saints
Monday, March 27
Lenten Weekday
Isaiah 65:17-21; Psalm 30:2, 4-6, 11-13; John 4:43-54
Tuesday, March 28
Lenten Weekday
Ezekiel 47:1-9, 12; Psalm 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9; John 5:1-16
Rosary for Vocations 8:30 a.m. at St. Joseph
Wednesday, March 29
Lenten Weekday
Isaiah 49:8-15; Psalm 145:8-9, 13-14, 17-18;
John 5:17-30
4:15 p.m. Rosary for our country at St. Teresa
Thursday, March 30
Lenten Weekday
Exodus 32:7-14; Psalm 106:19-23; John 5:31-47
7:30-8:30 a.m. Eucharistic Adoration and Benediction
8:30 a.m. Mass at St. Teresa  Ira and Irene Bushlack
Friday, March 31
Lenten Weekday
Wisdom 2:1, 12-22; Psalm 34:17-21, 23;
John 7:1-2, 10, 25-30
10:30 a.m. Mass at MCH
 Hank Massop
Saturday, April 1
Jeremiah 11:18-20; Psalm 7:2-3, 9-12; John 7:40-53
7:30-8:30 a.m. Eucharistic Adoration and Benediction
8:30 a.m. Mass at St. Teresa  Paul Schmidt Sr.
5:00 p.m. Mass at St. Joseph Larry Lentz
Sunday, April 2
Fifth Sunday of Lent
Ezekiel 37:12-14; Psalm 130:1-8;
Romans 8:8-11; John 11:1-45
9:00 a.m. Mass at St. Teresa People of the tri-parish

Meetings and Events in the tri-parish
Wednesday 1:00 p.m.
Quilters at St. Teresa
Thursdays 9 a.m.
Bible Study

Join a book discussion on The Lamb’s
Supper, by Scott Hahn
Get your own group together—or join a group
at one of the following times– but read and
discuss this book!
Sundays 10 a.m. at St. Teresa begins
March 26
Tuesdays 9:15 a.m. at St. Teresa begins
March 28
Wednesdays 6:15 p.m. At Mapleton Library March 29
The book will be broken into sections for discussion:
Session 1: Part I The Gift of the Mass pages 3-27
Session 2: Part I
pages 28-57
Session 3: Part II The Revelation of Heaven pages 61-89
Session 4: Part II
pages 90-112
Session 5: Part III Revelation for the Masses pg 115 – end

Read about how the Mass is Heaven on earth! This is an
eye opening book that will have you looking at the Mass
in a new and compelling way.

God, grant healing and peace to the sick of our
communities who have requested our prayers:
Ken Irvine, Angie Gartner, Shelly Holt, Todd Kopischke, Bill Fleming, Maureen Springer, Lucille Schubbe,
Stanley Gartner, Toos Roelofs, Jan Samuelson, Jerry
Wersal, Jim Carey, If you or a member of your family would like
our prayers, please call 524-3127 and ask to be put on this prayer
list. Each name will remain on the list for eight weeks unless the
office is notified to leave the name for a longer amount of time.

Faith Formation
Classes will be held Wednesday, March 29
All Confirmation students and any 8th or 11th graders
who want to attend Catholic Heart Work Camp (June 25—
July1)or Steubenville Rochester Conference (July 14—16):
there is a mandatory meeting on Wednesday, March 29
for the student and at least one parent. Meeting times:
6:15 p.m. Catholic Heart Work Camp
6:45 p.m. Steubenville Rochester
Please get your registrations and deposits for these events
in soon.
Reminder: It is a requirement for all Confirmation students
to attend the Steubenville Rochester Conference. Please
talk to Fr. Kern if you have any questions about this.
First Communion Learning Centers, Saturday, April 8 at
St. Joseph Church. 9 a.m.—noon. All children who are
planning on making their First Communion this year must
attend with at least one parent.
First Communion will be:
April 22 at St. Matthew Church
April 23 at St. Teresa Church
April 29 at St. Joseph Church

Parish News
Discover who God is…..
Discover who you are….
Learn how to read the Bible..
Wednesdays 5:30 –6:30 p.m. at St. Joseph
St. Joseph: Stations of the Cross will be lead by the
youth of the parish before Mass (4:30 p.m.) on Saturday,
April 1st.
St Matthew: Lenten Supper and Stations
Wednesdays during Lent:
There will be a supper served at 5:30 – 6:30 pm.
Meal will be provided by:
March 29 St. Elizabeth circle
April 5– Men of the parish
Stations of the Cross will begin at 6:30 pm.
All parishioners are invited to attend this Lenten devotion.
Please pray for the repose of the souls of Florence Stenzel, from St. Teresa Parish, who
passed on to eternal life on March 17, and
Bernette Hollerich, from St. Joseph Parish, who
passed to eternal life on March 18. Eternal rest
grant unto them, oh Lord. Let perpetual light shine upon
them. May they rest in peace.
Mark your calendar! The St. Matthew Annual Turkey Dinner will be held
October 1 this year.

On each Friday during Lent , Stations of the Cross
will be lead by Fr. Kern or Deacon Chris, at St. Teresa beginning at 5:30 p.m. There will be a Lenten
supper following these devotions. Replacing the supper on March 31 will be the famous Fish Fry.

St. Teresa: Famous Lenten Fish Fry
Friday, March 31 from 5-7 p.m.
featuring all the Beer Batter Fried Fish you
can eat, potato, salad, roll and beverage. If
you are able to help with this fundraiser, please call Sara
Wenner, 340-0382.
Catholic book lending library now available.
There is still time this Lent to spend some time
learning about God , the Blessed Mother, the
Church, or many other topics. To find a good
book, go to the St. Teresa gathering space and sign out a
book from the new book shelf (near the couches). Take it
with you or sit and read there. Many great titles to choose
from!
Come and go Bridal Shower for Laura FitzSimmons,
daughter of Paul and Gina FitzSimmons, and Kyle Medvec
on Friday, April 7 at 6:30 p.m. at the Paul FitzSimmons home– 54440 148th St, Good Thunder.
The couple is registered at Macy’s, Herbergers,
and Target.
Open house Bridal Shower for Caitlin Massop,
daughter of Tom Massop, and fiancé of Eric Pollest, Saturday, April1 at Mapleton Community Center 11 a.m.—1 p.m.
The couple is registered at Target and Amazon.
Caregiver Support Group This monthly support group is
for anyone who provides care to a family member or friend
with Dementia or other progressive illness. It is informal and
meets on the first Tuesday of each month. Join us for our
next session on April 4, 3-4 PM, St. Teresa Church . Please
use the north entrance near the parking lot. No charge to
attend; pre-registration is not required. Questions? Call S.
Joyce Kolbet at VINE Faith in Action (386-5583).
Maple River Dollars for Scholars will be holding a Scholarship Supper on Monday, March 27 at St. Teresa’s Catholic Church in Mapleton. Serving will be from 5:00 – 7:00 pm.
The menu will consist of hot dishes, salads and desserts
furnished by the senior class. The event is a free-will donation fundraiser with all proceeds going toward scholarships
for the Class of 2017. Please come and enjoy a great meal
and support our graduating seniors.
Good Thunder Fire Dept. Pancake Feed
Sunday, April 2 9 a.m.—1 p.m.
Vernon Center Fire and Rescue
Pancake Breakfast at the Fire Hall
Sunday, April 2 8:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m.
All you care to eat pancakes, sausage, eggs
Free will donation.
Vernon Center 4th of July committee is looking for volunteers to help out with our event. We could use lots of helpers. It seems to take a small village to put on this event.
please contact Susan Giefer (507)317-8359 if you are willing to help!

Our Catholic World

Stewardship of Treasure
God’s generosity will never be
outdone by our own.
St. Teresa (March 19)
Weekly collection

$3240.00

Amount collected year to date

$135,668.02

Amount budgeted year to date

$123,880.00

St. Matthew (March 11)
Weekly collection

$883.50

Amount collected year to date

$32,894.75

Amount budgeted year to date

$48,100.00

St. Joseph (March 18)
Weekly collection

$1590.00

Amount collected year to date

$40,227.46

Amount budgeted year to date

$42,446.00

Results so far for the
2017 Diocesan Catholic Ministries Appeal
# of donors Amount
Goal
% of goal
St. Joseph:
6
$1875
$4,770
39
St. Matthew:
7
$1555
$4,830
32
St. Teresa:
25
$4435
$13,900
32
Thank you to everyone who has given thus far. We have a good
start. If you have not yet turned in your gift, please prayerfully decide
on an amount you can sacrificially give in support of the work of the
Diocese that reaches out to so many. If everyone gives something we
can meet our goal! You can return the envelope included in your mailing directly to the Diocese, or return it to your parish. There are also
envelopes available at each church for you to use if you wish. Thank
you for generosity.

We Adore You O Christ and
We Praise You
At 10:00 a.m. at St. Teresa on each of the six Sundays in
Lent, Fr Kern will expose the Eucharist on the Altar and
begin a time of Adoration which will continue until 10:00 p.m.

Ministry Roles
April 1

St. Joseph 5:00 p.m.

Reader: Jen Berkner
Minister of Communion: Mary Beth Olson,
Christine Rahn
Hospitality: Lee and Linda Hiller
Gifts: Lee and Linda Hiller
Servers: Taylor Hollerich
Money Counters: Rachel Depuydt,
Sarah Caven

April 2

St. Teresa 9:00 a.m.

Reader: Debbie Reuter
Minister of Communion: Sue Morrow,
Kay Proehl
Hospitality: Emily Minkel, Kay Proehl,
Tony and Connie Bach
Gifts: Bernie and Dilly Langworthy
Servers: Gracie Langworthy, Dalton Schmidt,
Kole Wenner, Natalie Wenner
Money Counters: Tammy Schmidt, Jan Sonnek
Ministry schedules are available on the website: sjsmst.org
"Lent is a fitting time for self-denial; we would do
well to ask ourselves what we can give up in order to help and enrich others by our own poverty.
Let us not forget that real poverty hurts: no self denial is real without this dimension of penance. I
distrust a charity that costs nothing and does not
hurt."
-Pope Francis

Since we can never leave Our Lord alone, there will be sign up sheets
available to make sure someone will always be present the entire time
that Jesus is exposed on the altar each Sunday. Please consider if you
will be able to make that commitment and promise to Jesus to stay with
Him awhile. Of course, anyone can come at any time during the day to
pray without being signed up.
“Could you not watch one hour with Me?"
Confession heals, confession justifies, confession grants pardon of sin,
all hope consists in confession; in confession there is a chance for
mercy.
-St. Isidore of Seville
Confession is an act of honesty and courage - an act of entrusting ourselves, beyond sin, to the mercy of a loving and forgiving God.
-Pope John Paul 2
There is still time to make a good confession before Easter. Come and
receive the mercy of God.
Confession times available during Holy Week:
Tuesday, April 11 5 p.m.—6p.m. at St. Teresa
Wednesday, April 12 5 p.m.—6p.m. at St. Teresa

Man of God: Diocese of Winona Men’s Conference will be held at
Lourdes High School in Rochester on Saturday, April 8, 2017. Curtis
Martin, Founder of FOCUS Ministries and Consultor to the Pontifical
Council for the New Evangelization, will be the keynote for the event.
Men of the Diocese of Winona, come and see what you can do to grow
in faith and love! Come and see how you can become the man God
created you to be! Registration and more information at www.dow.org/
event-details/96

Let us understand that God is a physician, and that suffering is a medicine for
salvation, not a punishment for damnation.
---St. Augustine of Hippo

