St. Joseph + St. Matthew + St. Teresa
Good Thunder

Vernon Center

Welcome!
We’re here to help you begin or continue your faith
journey, so you can find true peace, happiness and
purpose in life. If you would like to join one of our
parishes, contact any staff member and we will be
honored to officially welcome you home!

Mapleton

The Catholic
Diocese of
Winona

April 23, 2017
Second Sunday of Easter
Divine Mercy Sunday

Tri-Parish Mass Schedule
Saturday 5:00 p.m. at St. Joseph (1st, 3rd, 5th)
At St. Matthew (2nd, 4th)
Sunday
9:00 am at St. Teresa
Weekdays: Please see Inside Bulletin
Holy Days

See Inside Bulletin

Eucharistic Adoration held before daily Mass
Tri-Parish Office
Hours:
Monday-Friday 9am-4:30pm
Address:
104 West Silver Street
Mapleton, Minnesota 56065
Phone:
(507) 524-3127
Email:
sjsmst@hickorytech.net
Website:
www.sjsmst.org
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/SJSMST
Mass Times: (507) 387-8806
Tri-Parish Staff
Father Jason Kern, Pastor
(507) 524-4628
frjkern@hickorytech.net
Deacon Chris Walchuk
(507) 469-5563
cwalchuk@frontier.com
Carol Cyr, Tri-parish Manager
(507) 524-3127
sjsmst@hickorytech.net
Darla Graf, Bookkeeper
(507) 524-4646
darlatp@hickorytech.net
Jonah Lippert Tri-parish Director of
Faith Formation and Youth Ministry
(507) 327-2767
triparish.youthminister@gmail.com

On that day the very depths of my tender
Mercy are open.”
From the diary of Sr. Faustina
The Sacrament of Baptism
Pre-Baptism preparation is required. Please contact the
office at least one month before the desired date.
The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick Please notify
the office if you or a family member is in the hospital or
homebound and would like a pastoral visit.
The Sacrament of Reconciliation
One half hour before each weekend Mass, 8a.m. Thursday at St. Teresa or by private appt. with Fr. Kern
The Sacrament of Marriage
All Catholics need to meet with the priest or deacon at
least 6 months before being married. Contact the office
at least 6 months in advance of your wedding.

From the Heart

by Fr. Jason Kern

Glorious Easter to you! I had a wonderfully joyfilled Easter and I would like to say a special thank you to all
of you for being a part of it. Especially thank you to our
choirs at each of the churches. Our Easter Masses were beautiful! Thank you.
Easter is not over! Today, Divine Mercy Sunday marks the
end of the Octave of Easter where 8 days are celebrated as 1 to
commemorate the most glorious day of days. Jesus is alive
and with Him our sins are wiped away and we are reborn to
eternal life. The Easter Season will go on until Pentecost Sunday, June 4th.
Speaking of being reborn, grace is abundant in these days.
Over the next two weekends we will have first communion at
the parishes (St. Matthew & St. Teresa this weekend and St.
Joseph next Saturday evening). Our 2nd graders will receive
the Real Presence of our Eucharistic Lord in the Body, Blood,
Soul, & Divinity of Jesus and how beautiful a gift to eat the
Bread of Eternal Life. Thank you Jesus for the Memorial Sacrifice you instituted leaving us Your Body and Blood to eat
and drink.
Additionally this weekend, Bishop Quinn will come to the
Newman Center as we celebrate 17 people from our RCIA
program entering into full communion with the Catholic
Church.
Thank you Lord for such a profound outpouring of grace upon
the Church to renew us and call us to live in communion with
your gifts of grace.
Divine Mercy Sunday is celebrated each year on the 2nd Sunday of Easter to finish the Easter Octave. God’s judgment is
released on the world and revealed in the Person of Jesus: His
judgment is Mercy. Say a new yes to His mercy this weekend
and allow yourself to live again in freedom and peace: “Peace
be with you” as He shows you His hands and His side.
Join us each Thursday during the Easter Season for Adoration
of the Blessed Sacrament: Following daily Mass at 8:30am
Exposition of Blessed Sacrament will continue at St. Teresa’s
until 10pm. I would like to encourage you to make a visit to
the Blessed Sacrament to ask God for timely help, to give Him
thanks, to ask for mercy for your sins, and to give Him praise
and worship for Who He is! Please join us in making God
who we say must always be first in our lives, truly first in our
hearts during this holy season! Peace be with you!

Mass Intentions, Readings, Saints
Monday, April 24
Acts 4:23-31; Psalm 2:1-9; John 3:1-8
Tuesday, April 25
St. Mark
1 Peter 5:5-14; Psalm 89:2-3, 6-7, 16-17; Mark 16:15-20
Rosary for Vocations 8:30 a.m. at St. Joseph
Wednesday, April 26
Acts 5:17-26; Psalm 34:2-9; John 3:16-21
4:15 p.m. Rosary for our country at St. Teresa
Thursday, April 27
Acts 5:27-33; Psalm 34:2, 9, 17-20; John 3:31-36
7:30-8:30 a.m. Eucharistic Adoration and Benediction
8:30 a.m. Mass at St. Teresa  Hank Massop
Friday, April 28

St. Peter Chanel
St. Louis de Montfort
Acts 5:34-42; Psalm 118:1-2, 4, 22-27; John 21:1-14
10 :30 a.m. Mass at MCH
 Anna Breiter
Saturday, April 29
St. Catherine of Siena
Acts 6:1-7; Psalm 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19;John 6:16-21
7:30-8:30 a.m. Eucharistic Adoration and Benediction
8:30 a.m. Mass at St. Teresa  John Massop
5:00 p.m. Mass at St. St. Joseph  Larry Lentz
Sunday, April 30
Third Sunday of Easter
Acts 2:14, 22-33; Psalm 16:1-2, 5, 7-11;
1 Peter 1:17-21; Luke 24:13-35
9:00 a.m. Mass at St. Teresa People of the tri-parish
Meetings and Events in the tri-parish
Wednesday 1:00 p.m.
Quilters at St. Teresa
Thursdays 9 a.m.
Bible Study
Tuesday, April 25 6pm St. Teresa Finance Council
at St. Joseph Church
Tuesday, April 25 7:15 pm
Joint Finance Council
of all three parishes at St. Joseph Church
5th annual Tri-parish Pilgrimage June 5—6
Join Father Kern and Fr. Vogel on a Holy Pilgrimage
to The National Shrine of Mary Help of Christians at Holy
Hill in Hubertus, WI
Jesus ascended the mountain with His disciples and was
transfigured before them. Moses went up the mountain
to receive the Ten Commandments and communicate
face to face with God. Ascending the mount of Zion is
the holy hill in Israel where God has made His will known
for centuries and even this day is a holy site of pilgrimage. The Carmelites inhabit and claim their orders
founding there by the Prophet Ezekiel. We must ascend
to be away with God and we go up the mountain to find
His presence there waiting for us and ready to reveal
Himself to us. We go intentionally to the highest heights
to commune with the Divine Presence. Come ascend
the Holy Hill and go up to the presence of God!
—look for more information soon

God, grant healing and peace to the sick of our
communities who have requested our prayers:
Helen Mitchell, Roger Tipler, Don Landsteiner, Ken
Irvine, Angie Gartner, Shelly Holt, Todd Kopischke, Bill
Fleming, Maureen Springer, Lucille Schubbe, Stanley
Gartner, Toos Roelofs, Jan Samuelson, Jerry Wersal, Jim Carey, If you or a member of your family would like our prayers,
please call 524-3127 and ask to be put on this prayer list. Each
name will remain on the list for eight weeks unless the office is
notified to leave the name for a longer amount of time.

Faith Formation
Classes will be held Wednesday, April 26
This is the last day of class.
Congratulations to the students from St. Matthew
and St. Teresa who received First Holy Communion this weekend. May you always be as close to
Jesus as you are on that day!
St. Matthew will once again host an end of the
year Bingo Party for all kids and adults in the
tri-parish at the St. Matthew Hall, Vernon Center
Wednesday, May 3, 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.
Refreshments will be served, and prizes for all!
All ages are welcome!.
Please plan on attending for lots of fun and prizes.

Parish News
St. Teresa: Orders will be taken after mass
on April 30th and May 7th for Mother’s Day
Geraniums. These are "seed geraniums" at
$4.00 each (pay when ordered). They can
also be ordered by calling 507-524-4147 and
leaving a message (pay at pick up). Mother's name can be
included for Mother's Day memorial at Mass. Proceeds will
go to Options for Women of Mankato. Plants will be available for pick up in the gathering space May 13-14th.
Discover who God is…..
Discover who you are….
Learn how to read the Bible..
Wednesdays 5:30 –6:30 p.m. at St. Joseph
Come to worship Our Eucharistic Lord
this Holy Easter Season!
Eucharistic Adoration will be available each
Thursday during the Easter Season,
April 20—June 1, from 9 a.m.—10 p.m.
at St. Teresa Church.
This is a great opportunity to bring the Risen Lord
more deeply into your life. Give the Lord an hour
each week for those seven weeks— it can truly change
your life!
There is currently at least one person signed up for each
hour of adoration so you can either commit to a given hour
each week or come whenever it fits into your schedule– for
as short or as long a time as you desire.
Come and spend time with the Lord this Easter Season.
Do not be afraid—He loves you and is waiting for you.

The last day of quilting at St. Teresa for this year will be
Wednesday, April 26th. Thanks for all the hard work in making so many quilts to share the love of Christ with others!
About 115 quilts were completed this year and will be donated to various charities.
Join a book discussion on The Lamb’s Supper,
Tuesdays 9:15 a.m. at St. Teresa
Wednesdays 6:15 p.m. At Mapleton Library
All are welcome at any time!
Catholic book lending library now available.
To find a good book, go to the St. Teresa gathering space and sign out a book from the new book
shelf (near the couches). Take it with you or sit and
read there. Many great titles to choose from!
Congratulations to Hap and Eileen
Trio, who celebrate 60 years of marriage on April 22! May the Good God
continue to bless them in their beautiful
vocation to married life.
Belize Mission Trip 2018! Anyone interested in going on
the mission trip next year or just in getting more information
about it, please plan on attending the organizational meeting on Thursday, May 4 at 6:30 p.m. at St. Teresa Church.
If you are interested in attending the trip but cannot make the
meeting, call the office- 524-3127.
"He became what we are that he might make us what he is."
-St. Athanasius
Journey through Grief is an eight-week grief group for
adults who have lost a loved one. Participants will connect
with others, share their stories, explore the process of grief
and healing, and find comfort in knowing they are not alone.
Sessions will be Thursday mornings from 10 a.m. until
noon, May 4 to June 29, at Fairmont United Methodist
Church, 119 E. 2nd Street and Wednesday mornings from
10 a.m. until noon, May 3 to June 21, at St. John the Baptist
Church, 632 South Broad Street in Mankato.
There is no cost to participate in this grief group, but
pre-registration is required. Group members will be limited to 10, so pre-register ASAP. For more information or
to register, please call 507-594-2989 or 1-800-327-3721,
ext. 2989 (toll free).
Caregiver Support Group
This monthly support group is for anyone who provides care
to a family member or friend with Dementia or other progressive illness. It is informal and meets on the first Tuesday of
each month. Join us for our next session on May 2, 3:004:00 PM, St. Teresa Catholic Church in Mapleton. Please
use the north entrance near the parking lot. No charge to
attend; pre-registration is not required. Questions? Call S.
Joyce Kolbet at VINE Faith in Action (386-5583).
The Maple River Youth Center is having a Burger Bar
fundraiser at Maggie J's on Monday, April 24 from 5:008:00 pm. With each meal purchased, be entered in drawings for door prizes. Also, raffle tickets will be sold separately for a $350 shopping spree at Dietz Foods!!

Our Catholic World

Stewardship of Treasure
God’s generosity will never be
outdone by our own.
St. Teresa (April 16)
Weekly collection

$3267.25

Amount collected year to date

$149,610.31

Amount budgeted year to date

$136,920.00

St. Matthew (April 16)
Weekly collection

$1312.01

Amount collected year to date

$37,497.38

Amount budgeted year to date

$54,600.00

St. Joseph (April 15)
Weekly collection

$2902.00

Amount collected year to date

$44,423.46

Amount budgeted year to date

$46,914.00

Ministry Roles

April 29

St. Joseph

5:00 p.m.

Reader: Mary Caven
Minister of Communion: Dan Sohre,
Dean Sohre
Hospitality: John and Jan FitzSimmons
Gifts: John and Jan FitzSimmons
Servers: Ella Sohre, Kyle Sohre
Money Counters: Kim Kleven, Leah Davis

April 30

St. Teresa 9:00 a.m.

Reader: Shelly Holt
Minister of Communion: Tony Bach,
Brenda Carey
Hospitality: Joel and Tracy Schmidt,
John and Marla Trio
Gifts: Joel and Mary Ellen Larson
Servers: Andrew Hoppe, Faith Hoppe,
Kole Wenner, Natalie Wenner
Money Counters: Jan Sonnek, Ann Walters
Ministry schedules are available on the website: sjsmst.org

Let us understand that God is a physician, and that suffering is a medicine for salvation, not a punishment for
damnation.
---St. Augustine of Hippo

Results so far for the
2017 Diocesan Catholic Ministries Appeal
# of donors Amount
Goal
% of goal
St. Joseph:
8
$2175
$4,770
46
St. Matthew:
8
$2055
$4,830
43
St. Teresa:
31
$5170
$13,900
37
Thank you to everyone who has given thus far. We have a good
start. If you have not yet turned in your gift, please prayerfully decide
on an amount you can sacrificially give in support of the work of the
Diocese that reaches out to so many. If everyone gives something we
can meet our goal! You can return the envelope included in your mailing directly to the Diocese, or return it to your parish. There are also
envelopes available at each church for you to use if you wish. Thank
you for generosity.
Divine Mercy Sunday April 23
Jesus spoke to St. Faustina: “My daughter, tell the
whole world about My Inconceivable mercy. I desire that
the Feast of Mercy be a refuge and shelter for all souls,
and especially for poor sinners. On that day the very
depths of My tender mercy are open. I pour out a whole
ocean of graces upon those souls who approach the
fount of My mercy. The soul that will go to Confession
and receive Holy Communion shall obtain complete
forgiveness of sins and punishment.*[our emphasis] On that day all
the divine floodgates through which grace flow are opened. Let no soul
fear to draw near to Me, even though its sins be as scarlet. ..”
…the Lord's desire for the Feast includes the solemn, public veneration of the Image of Divine Mercy by the Church, as well as personal
acts of veneration and mercy. The great promise for the individual soul
is that a devotional act of sacramental penance and Communion will
obtain for that soul the plenitude of the divine mercy on the Feast.

A Divine Mercy Sunday Holy Hour will be held at St. Casimir
Church, Sunday, April 23 at 3 p.m. with Eucharistic Adoration and Confessions. During the Holy Hour, the Divine Mercy Chaplet will be prayed
and afterwards, at 4 p.m. there will be a showing of a program on Divine Mercy in the church basement. The video will last about an hour.
You’re invited to the 100th Anniversary of Fatima Celebration on Saturday, May 13 beginning at 12:45
PM at the farm of Andy and Natalie Price, Kasson. Guest
Speakers include Rev. Thien Nguyen, Rev. Msgr. Thomas
Cook, and Mother Assumpta, Prioress General of the Dominican Sisters of Mary, Mother of the Eucharist. Mass
will be celebrated by Most Rev. Bernard Harrington at
5:00 PM. There will be Adoration, Rosary Procession, Benediction
and Confessions will be available throughout the day. The farm is
located at 23274 670th Street, Kasson, just 15 miles west of Rochester on Highway 14. More information: www.giftoffatima2017.com or
Andy Price 507-259-7675 or stjosephdrivingschool@kmtel.com
Join us for A Life in the Spirit Day, Saturday, April 29, 8
a.m.—5 p.m. at St. Casimir Church, Wells. Learn about
the Holy Spirit, His gifts and how He desires to impact our
lives. For questions or to register call Marti at 507-3805746 or the parish office 507-553-5391 by April 15. Suggested donation: $20, includes lunch, snacks, and handouts.

