St. Joseph + St. Matthew + St. Teresa
Good Thunder

Vernon Center

Welcome!
We’re here to help you begin or continue your faith
journey, so you can find true peace, happiness and
purpose in life. If you would like to join one of our
parishes, contact any staff member and we will be
honored to officially welcome you home!

Mapleton

The Catholic
Diocese of
Winona

December 10, 2017
Second Sunday of Advent

Tri-Parish Mass Schedule
Saturday 5:00 p.m. at St. Joseph (1st, 3rd, 5th)
At St. Matthew (2nd, 4th)
Sunday
9:00 am at St. Teresa
Weekdays: Please see Inside Bulletin
Holy Days

See Inside Bulletin

Eucharistic Adoration held before daily Mass
Tri-Parish Office
Hours:
Monday-Friday 9am-4:30pm
Address:
104 West Silver Street
Mapleton, Minnesota 56065
Phone:
(507) 524-3127
Email:
sjsmst@hickorytech.net
Website:
www.sjsmst.org
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/SJSMST
Mass Times: (507) 387-8806
Tri-Parish Staff
Father Andrew Vogel, Pastor
(507) 524-4628
frapvogel@gmail.com
Sacramental Emergency: 320-9669
Deacon Chris Walchuk
(507) 469-5563
cwalchuk@frontier.com
Carol Cyr, Tri-parish Manager
(507) 524-3127
sjsmst@hickorytech.net
Darla Graf, Bookkeeper
(507) 524-4646
darlatp@hickorytech.net
Julia Bressler Tri-parish Director of
Faith Formation and Youth Ministry
(320) 266-8397
triparishnorthff@gmail.com

Repent
A voice of one crying out in the desert:
"Prepare the way of the Lord,
make straight his paths."
Mark 1:2
The Sacrament of Baptism
Pre-Baptism preparation is required. Please contact the
office at least one month before the desired date.
The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick Please notify
the office if you or a family member is in the hospital or
homebound and would like a pastoral visit.
The Sacrament of Reconciliation
One half hour before each weekend Mass, 8a.m. Thursday at St. Teresa or by private appt. with Fr. Vogel
The Sacrament of Marriage
All Catholics need to meet with the priest or deacon at
least 6 months before being married. Contact the office
at least 6 months in advance of your wedding.

Hello,
I pray you are continuing to have a
blessed Advent. As Christmas gets closer, things can get a little more and more
crazy. This past week has been finals
week at MSU. So things will slow down for me, but
things around here are hectic. Maple River still has lots
of school before Christmas break. Even in the midst of
the craziness, make sure to take time to spend with Jesus Christ. Again Advent is a weird time when we focus on the past to prepare for the future. As we reflect
on the Jewish people waited hundreds of years for the
coming of the Messiah, (In fact, some of the Jews are
still waiting.) we realize that we too need to waiting for
the coming of the Messiah. Jesus has already come
once, but He promised to come back again at the end of
time. So we Christians wait. Jesus tells us that we will
not know the day nor the hour. So we must all be
ready.
Again, take time for quiet, silent prayer every day this
Advent. Take extra time to spend with family. These
are the important things. These are the eternal things.
The rest will come and go. Where is your treasure?
Where is your heart? John the Baptist prepared people’s hearts for the coming of Jesus. He told them to
acknowledge their sins and receive forgiveness. We too
need to acknowledge our sins and ask for forgiveness.
We are going to have a communal Reconciliation service this Wednesday at 7 PM at St. Teresa’s. Come and
receive the forgiveness and grace that Jesus desires to
give you. Jesus loves us and wants us to live life to the
full, a life not burdened by our past. So let Jesus free
you from your past mistakes.

Mass Intentions, Readings, Saints
Monday, December 11
St. John Damasus I
Isaiah 35:1-10; Psalm 85:9-14; Luke 5:17-26
Tuesday, December 12
Our Lady of Guadalupe
Zechariah 2:14-17; Judith 13:18-19;
Luke 1:26-38 or Luke 1:39-47
8:30 a.m. Mass at St. Joseph
 Sr. Lois
Wednesday, December 13
St. Lucy
Isaiah 40:25-31; Psalm 103:1-4, 8, 10; Matthew 11:28-30
8:30 a.m. Mass at St. Matthew  Poor Souls in
Purgatory
4:15 p.m. Rosary for our country at St. Teresa
Thursday, December 14
St. John of the Cross
Isaiah 41:13-20; Psalm 145:1, 9-13; Matthew 11:11-15
7:30-8:30 a.m. Eucharistic Adoration and Benediction
8:30 a.m. Mass at St. Teresa  Ben “Jerry” Carey
Friday, December 15
Advent Weekday
Isaiah 48:17-19; Psalm 1:1-4, 6; Matthew 11:16-19
10:30 a.m. Mass at MCH
 John Breiter
Saturday, December 16
Advent Weekday
Sirach 48:1-4, 9-11; Psalm 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19;
Matthew 17:9-13
7:30-8:30 a.m. Eucharistic Adoration and Benediction
8:30 a.m. Mass at St. Teresa  Valere and Martha
Pluym family
5:00 p.m. Youth Mass at St. Joseph People of the
tri-parish
Sunday, December 17
Third Sunday in Advent
Isaiah 61:1-2, 10-11; Luke 1:46-50, 53-54;
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24; John 1:6-8, 19-28
9:00 a.m. Mass at St. Teresa  Donna Pluym
Meetings and Events in the tri-parish
Wednesdays 1 p.m.
Quilting at St. Teresa
Thursdays 9 a.m.

God bless,
Father Vogel

Called to Be Holy book study
at St. Teresa Church

Tuesday, Dec.19 7 p.m. St. Joseph Finance Council

FORMED.org

get access to hundreds of movies,

books, cd’s and more—all for free! You can register on our
website or by going to formed.org and using the tri-parish
access code:XC337Q
Movie pick of the
week on Formed:

Extra opportunities to attend Mass this Advent!
On Tuesday, Dec. 12 and 19
8:30 a.m. at St. Joseph Church
Wednesday, Dec. 13 and 20
8:30 a.m. at St. Matthew Church
Take advantage of this opportunity to prepare for the coming of Our Lord!!
God didn’t give Adam and Eve the right to decide what
was good and evil. He gave them the right to choose
between good and evil.
Mark Hart

God, grant healing and peace to the sick of our
communities who have requested our prayers:
Irene Massop, Lucy Irvine, Bernie Kunkel, Jim Kohout,
Amber and baby Huxley FitzSimmons, Craig Etherington, Terry Hassing, If you or a member of your family would like
our prayers, please call 524-3127 and ask to be put on this prayer
list. Each name will remain on the list for eight weeks unless the
office is notified to leave the name for a longer amount of time.

Faith Formation
Classes will meet this week, December 13

Parish News
We joyfully welcome into the Catholic family
Declan Douglas Brandt, son of Zach and Alex
Brandt, who was baptized at St. Joseph Church on
Saturday, December 2. May the good God abundantly bless Declan and his family.

Confession heals, confession justifies, confession grants
pardon of sin, all hope consists in confession; in confession
there is a chance for mercy. --St. Isidore of Seville
The Advent Tri-parish Communal Penance Service will
be held Wednesday, December 13 at 7 p.m.
Prepare for the coming of the Lord!
Christmas Eve Choir practice will be held at
St. Matthew’s on Tuesday, December 19th at 7
p.m. If you will be attending the 7:00 pm Christmas Eve Mass at St. Matthew this year and
would like to join us, please feel free to come.
All are welcome!
Mass times for Christmas in the tri-parish:
Dec. 24 5 p.m. at St. Joseph Church
7 p.m. at St. Matthew Church
Midnight at St. Teresa Church
Dec. 25 9 a.m. At St. Teresa Church
St. Matthew: St. Margaret’s Circle will have a Cash Supper
for December. Please pay your $10.00 to Judy Pentico or
Nita Looft. Thank You.
Snow is coming! St. Teresa: Snowshoveler’s
sign up: It’s that time of year! There are sign-up
sheets at both church entrances for families to
take care of the clean up after a snow fall. Your
help in this task is greatly appreciated. We still need many
weeks covered– please sign up if you can!
St. Joseph. The next Youth Mass and family
meal and fun is Saturday, December 16th. We
begin with Mass at 5 p.m. then celebrate with
food and fellowship. There will be Christmas
cookie decorating for the youth! Plan to attend!

Raising Hearts—Raising Prayers—Raising Funds
Belize Mission 2018— Since we have now been to Belize
City a couple of times and know more what is needed for our
work and more of the people we interact with, this year instead of the calendar to raise prayers and finances you will
have the opportunity to take a picture with
you to have a face to pray for and a specific item or items we use in our work to
donate to. The hope is to have everyone
feel closer to the work being done on this
mission, as it truly cannot be done with
out the help and prayers of all of us.
Thank you for your support of this tri-parish mission work!
Everyone attending the midnight Mass Christmas
Eve at St. Teresa Church is invited to stay afterward for a wine and cheese reception to celebrate
together the birth of Christ the Lord.
Christmas Flowers. If you would like to donate
for Christmas flowers, you may use the envelope marked for that purpose or use a plain envelope marked “Christmas Flowers”. You may
include a list of the names of people you would
like to remember. The envelopes can be sent to the TriParish office or placed in the offertory basket.
Joy missing this Christmas? Come join us for
caroling and a chili and soup supper on Sunday, Dec. 17th. Meet in the basement of St.
Teresa Church at 2:45 pm. Please remember
that there will be Adoration taking place in the church, so
keep voices down as you enter. We will begin caroling at 3
p.m. and be back by 5 p.m. for supper. Chili and soup will be
provided, complimentary side dishes welcomed. Carolers
from all three parishes are most welcome!
2018 contribution envelopes are available.at
each church. Please pick up your envelopes soon. If
you wish to receive envelopes and have not in the
past please call the office. Also, if you have received
envelopes in past years but do not wish to receive/use
please let us know. If you would like to start or change having your contributions automatically transferred, authorization forms are available. Thank you for your generosity.
The Great Adventure Bible Study: The
Bible Timeline, the story of salvation:
a video series with Jeff Cavin
“Available times and dates,
Wednesdays, 6:15 p.m. at the Mapleton Public Library
Sundays, 10 a.m. at St. Teresa Church
Tuesdays, 9 a.m. at St. Teresa
It is not too late to join! You can enter the story at any time.
Maple River Drama Fundraiser; Burger Bar at Maggie J’s
December 11 5—7 p.m. $9.95 Adult $6.95 Child
Stop by before the High School Concert! 20% of proceeds
and tips go towards supporting the plays at Maple River.
Newman Center Open House
Friday, Dec 15th
2:00 - 3:30 pm
Come enjoy cookies and coffee
Mass will precede the event at 1:30 pm
for those interested.

Stewardship of Treasure

Our Catholic World

God’s generosity will never be
outdone by our own.
St. Teresa (December 3)
Weekly collection

$5007.00

Amount collected year to date

$63,759.22

Amount budgeted year to date

$75,532.00

St. Matthew (November 25)
Weekly collection

$1512.04

Amount collected year to date

$15,235.16

Amount budgeted year to date

$26,994.00

St. Joseph (December 2)
Weekly collection

$2009.00

Amount collected year to date

$16,453.00

Amount budgeted year to date

$25,231.00

Ministry Roles
December 16

St. Joseph

St. Teresa

Beginning on December 3, the
first Sunday of Advent, at 10 a.m.
at St. Teresa and continuing on
the next 2 Sundays in Advent, Fr
Vogel will expose the Eucharist on the Altar and begin the time of
Adoration. Adoration will then
continue until 10 p.m.
Since we can never leave Our Lord alone, there will be sign up sheets
available to make sure someone will always be present from 10 a.m.10 p.m. each Sunday. Please consider if you will be able to make that
commitment and promise to Jesus to stay with Him awhile. Of course,
anyone can come at any time during the day to pray without having
signed up. Don’t worry about how to spend this time in prayer– books
and aids for prayer are available for your use.
This is a great opportunity to take some quiet time
amidst all the busyness and noise to truly focus on the
true meaning of Christmas.
Attend as a family!
This is a great opportunity to increase your awareness
of the true meaning of Christmas and prepare for the
Lord’s coming.

5 p.m.

Reader: Youth
Ministers of Communion: John FitzSimmons,
Paul FitzSimmons
Hospitality: Youth
Gifts: Youth
Servers: Ella Sohre, Kyle Sohre
Money counters: Rachel Depuydt,
Leah Davis
December 17

Let us prayerfully watch
for the coming of the Lord

End of the year contributions must be in the office or postmarked by
December 31 in order to count towards tax deductions for 2017.
Please consider a gift to your church this Christmas Season, and as
always, thank you for your continued generosity.

9 a.m.

Reader: Peter Langworthy
Ministers of Communion: Kevin Donovan,
Deb Hager
Hospitality: Alice and Dan Germo, Noah Germo,
John Hengel
Gifts: Bernie and Dilly Langworthy
Servers: Ellie Braaten, Nolan Braaten,
Nathan Trio, Alana Volk
Sacristan: Cliff and Marcie Anderson
Money counters: Marie Gartner,
Gloria Langworthy
Donut team: Dan Kraft, Lynn Caldwell,
John Treanor
Ministry Schedules are available on the website: sjsmst.org

Let us understand that God is a physician, and that suffering is a medicine for salvation, not a punishment for
damnation.
---St. Augustine of Hippo

St. Joseph:
St. Matthew:
St. Teresa:

Results so far for the
2017 Diocesan Catholic Ministries Appeal
# of donors Amount
Goal
% of goal
11
$2425
$4,770
51
10
$2585
$4,830
54
39
$6310
$13,900
45

If each parish goal is not met by December 31, the unpaid
amount: $2345 for St. Joseph, $2245 for St. Matthew, and $7590
for St. Teresa, must be paid out of general parish funds.
Therefore, if you have not yet given to the appeal, or if you feel
you can give an additional amount, please consider doing so
soon.
Envelopes are available at each church, or you can put donations in the offertory basket at church and mark it for the CMA.

