St. Joseph + St. Matthew + St. Teresa
Good Thunder

Vernon Center

Welcome!
We’re here to help you begin or continue your faith
journey, so you can find true peace, happiness and
purpose in life. If you would like to join one of our
parishes, contact any staff member and we will be
honored to officially welcome you home!

Mapleton

The Catholic
Diocese of
Winona

December 24, 2017
Fourth Sunday of Advent

Tri-Parish Mass Schedule
Saturday 5:00 p.m. at St. Joseph (1st, 3rd, 5th)
At St. Matthew (2nd, 4th)
Sunday
9:00 am at St. Teresa
Weekdays: Please see Inside Bulletin
Holy Days

See Inside Bulletin

Eucharistic Adoration held before daily Mass
Tri-Parish Office
Hours:
Monday-Friday 9am-4:30pm
Address:
104 West Silver Street
Mapleton, Minnesota 56065
Phone:
(507) 524-3127
Email:
sjsmst@hickorytech.net
Website:
www.sjsmst.org
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/SJSMST
Mass Times: (507) 387-8806
Tri-Parish Staff
Father Andrew Vogel, Pastor
(507) 524-4628
frapvogel@gmail.com
Sacramental Emergency:(507)320-9669
Deacon Chris Walchuk
(507) 469-5563
cwalchuk@frontier.com
Carol Cyr, Tri-parish Manager
(507) 524-3127
sjsmst@hickorytech.net
Darla Graf, Bookkeeper
(507) 524-4646
darlatp@hickorytech.net
Julia Bressler Tri-parish Director of
Faith Formation and Youth Ministry
(320) 266-8397
triparishnorthff@gmail.com

"Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord.
May it be done to me according
to your word." Luke 1:38
The Sacrament of Baptism
Pre-Baptism preparation is required. Please contact the
office at least one month before the desired date.
The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick Please notify
the office if you or a family member is in the hospital or
homebound and would like a pastoral visit.
The Sacrament of Reconciliation
One half hour before each weekend Mass, 8a.m. Thursday at St. Teresa or by private appt. with Fr. Vogel
The Sacrament of Marriage
All Catholics need to meet with the priest or deacon at
least 6 months before being married. Contact the office
at least 6 months in advance of your wedding.

Hello,
Blessed Fourth Sunday of Advent and a
Merry Christmas. What a great time of
the year! Earlier last week, it looked like
we were going to get a white Christmas.
We just got a dusting instead. Hopefully,
you are spending these days with family. As you may or
may not have noticed, my parents are back. Having to
sleep again in the living room didn’t scare them off. They
will be with me until Christmas morning. Then I will be
taking off for Oak Park, IL, where my brother Daniel
lives. I will spend the rest of Christmas with his family
and my sister Suzanne’s family. I will be back sometime
on Thursday. There will be Mass at the nursing home in
Mapleton Friday, December 29th at the usual 10:30.
There will also be Mass Saturday (December 30) morning.
What a crazy God we have. God, who is the Creator of
the universe, became part of His creation. Because I have
food on my mind, it be would like us becoming one of the
Christmas cookies we made and baked. Jesus, the Second
Person of the Trinity, God Himself who is omniscience
(all-knowing), omnipotence (unlimited power), omnipresence (present everywhere), divine simplicity, and as having an eternal and necessary existence, became one of us.
Suddenly, He was confined by space and time. He who is
all powerful, had to rely on Mary and Joseph to feed and
care for Him. He who was limitless, became the most
limited among us. He took on human nature and became a
human baby. He did this so that He could change human
history, salvation history, and offer us a way back to
heaven. How often does our ego, our lack of humility,
prevent us from doing something great for others? What
would the world look like if we all accepted the grace we
need to help us be as humble as Jesus and Mary?
Merry Christmas,
Father Vogel

FORMED.org

get access to hundreds of movies,

books, cd’s and more—all for free! You can register on our
website or by going to formed.org and using the tri-parish
access
code:XC337Q
Children’s pick
of the week on
Formed:

Mass Intentions, Readings, Saints
Monday, December 25
The Nativity of The Lord
Isaiah 52:7-10; Psalm 98:1-6; Hebrew 1:1-6;
John 1:1-18
9:00 a.m. Mass at St. Teresa Anna Breiter
Tuesday, December 26
St. Stephen
Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Psalm 31:3-4, 6, 8, 16-17;
Matthew 10:17-22
8:30 a.m. Rosary for vocations at St. Joseph
Wednesday, December 27
St. John
1 John 1:1-4; Psalm 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12; John 20:1-8
4:15 p.m. Rosary for our country at St. Teresa
Thursday, December 28
The Holy Innocents
1 John 1:5—2:2; Psalm 124:2-5, 7-8; Matthew 2:13-18
Friday, December 29

Fifth Day within the
Octave of Christmas
1 John 2:3-11; 96:1-3, 5-6; Luke 2:22-35
10:30 a.m. Mass at MCH
 Margaret Lubitz
Saturday, December 30

Sixth Day within the
Octave of Christmas
1 John 2:12-17; Psalm 96:7-10; Luke 2:36-40
7:30-8:30 a.m. Eucharistic Adoration and Benediction
8:30 a.m. Mass at St. Teresa  George Pluym
5:00 p.m. Mass at St. Joseph Richard Dummer
Sunday, December 31
The Holy Family
Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14; Psalm 105:1-6, 8-9;
Colossians 3:12-21; Luke 2:22-40
9:00 a.m. Mass at St. Teresa
People of the
tri-parish
Meetings and Events in the tri-parish
Office will be closed Dec 25, and 26
Wednesdays 1 p.m.

Quilting is on break until Feb.

Tuesday, January 9 6:30 p.m. Pastoral Council
for tri-parish at St. Teresa
Thursday, Dec. 28 is the Feast of the Holy Innocents
On the fourth day of our Christmas celebration, the Church
reminds us that not everyone is joyful; that there exist those
who are not of goodwill who do not wish to receive the season’s glad tidings.
(This Thurs.) is the Feast of the Holy Innocents in which the
Church recalls and honors those baby boys whose lives
were taken in a murderous rage by Herod who was frightened by the coming of the Christ. The Holy Innocents are
numbered by the Church among Christ’s martyrs. The Baby
Jesus was saved from this slaughter when the angel of the
Lord warned Joseph of the danger.
From the very beginning, the world rebelled against Our
Lord and sought to kill Him, just like it did to His prophets
before Him. In years and millennia that follow His coming,
the world continues its attack against Him by attacking His
followers. Holy Innocents of Bethlehem, pray for us.
integratedcatholiclife.org/

God, grant healing and peace to the sick of our
communities who have requested our prayers:
Karen Springer, Lucy Irvine, Bernie Kunkel, Jim Kohout, Amber and baby Huxley FitzSimmons, Craig
Etherington, Terry Hassing, If you or a member of your family
would like our prayers, please call 524-3127 and ask to be put on
this prayer list. Each name will remain on the list for eight weeks
unless the office is notified to leave the name for a longer amount
of time.

Faith Formation
Classes will not meet this week
This is a reminder to get your Steubenville registration forms in soon! After Jan. 17, the deposit
for Steubenville will increase to $40. This conference
is open to all high school students, including those entering 9th grade in the fall of 2018. Please join us for this life
changing experience this summer!"

Parish News
Christmas gift to you: Free copies of Joy to
the World: How Christ’s Coming Changed
Everything— and Still Does, by Scott Hahn
What could be more familiar than the Christmas story--and yet what could be more extraordinary?
The cast of characters is strange and exotic:
shepherds and magicians, an emperor and a
despot, angels, and a baby who is Almighty God. The
strangeness calls for an explanation, and this book provides it by examining the characters and the story in light of
the biblical and historical context.

Mass for the Solemnity of Mary,
the Mother of God
Monday, January 1

9 a.m.

at St. Teresa Church
Everyone attending the midnight Mass Christmas
Eve at St. Teresa Church is invited to stay afterward for a wine and cheese reception to celebrate together the birth of Christ the Lord.
The Great Adventure Bible Study: The Bible Timeline, the story of salvation:
a video series with Jeff Cavin
We will be taking a few weeks off over Christmas. We will start up again in early January—plan to join for
the New Year and take an amazing adventure!
End of the year contributions must be in the office or postmarked by December 31 in order to count towards tax deductions for 2017. Please consider a gift to your church
this Christmas Season, and as always, thank you for your
continued generosity.

Come and be a part of a special experience that invites you to hear the Good
News and personally encounter Jesus
Christ.
Discovering Christ Winter Sessions
Sunday evenings 5:30 –7:30 p.m.
at St. Joseph Church, Good Thunder
Enjoy food and fellowship followed by song and worship with
thought provoking Learning Sessions to follow
Jan.7
Jan. 14
Jan. 28
Feb. 11

Who Is the Holy Spirit?
The Holy Spirit and You
New Life in the Spirit
Our Need for the Church

Pope Francis suggests New Year’s Resolutions for you:
Making sure your Christmas is about Jesus and not about
shopping.
Take care of your spiritual life, your relationship with God,
because this is the backbone of everything we do and everything we are.”
“Take care of your family life, giving your children and loved
ones not just money, but most of all your time, attention and
love.”
“Take care of your relationships with others, transforming
your faith into life and your words into good works, especially on behalf of the needy.”
“Be careful how you speak, purify your tongue of offensive
words, vulgarity and worldly decadence.”
“Heal wounds of the heart with the oil of forgiveness, forgiving those who have hurt us and medicating the wounds we
have caused others.”
” “Look after your work, doing it with enthusiasm, humility,
competence, passion and with a spirit that knows how to
thank the Lord.”
“Take care of brothers and sisters who are weaker … the
elderly, the sick, the hungry, the homeless and strangers,
because we will be judged on this.”
cnsblog.wordpress.com/2015/01/01/
Snow is here! St. Teresa: There are sign-up sheets
at both church entrances for families to take care of
the clean up after a snow fall. Your help in this task is
greatly appreciated. We still need many weeks covered– please sign up if you can!
2018 contribution envelopes are available.at
each church. Please pick up your envelopes soon. If
you wish to receive envelopes and have not in the
past please call the office. If you would like to start
or change having your contributions automatically
transferred, authorization forms are available.
Bloodmobile
January 9
1:30-6:30p.m.
First Presbyterian Church
Amboy

Stewardship of Treasure

Our Catholic World

God’s generosity will never be
outdone by our own.
St. Teresa (December 17)
Weekly collection

$9,189.92

Amount collected year to date

$75,822.64

Amount budgeted year to date

$82,100.00

St. Matthew (December 9)
Weekly collection

$1663.80

Amount collected year to date

$16,898.96

Amount budgeted year to date

$29,448.00

Results so far for the
2017 Diocesan Catholic Ministries Appeal
# of donors Amount
Goal
% of goal
St. Joseph:
12
$2445
$4,770
51
St. Matthew:
10
$2585
$4,830
54
St. Teresa:
40
$6585
$13,900
47
If each parish goal is not met by December 31, the unpaid amount:
$2345 for St. Joseph, $2245 for St. Matthew, and $7590 for St. Teresa, must be paid out of general parish funds.
Therefore, if you have not yet given to the appeal, or if you feel you
can give an additional amount, please consider doing so soon.

Merry Christmas

St. Joseph (December 16)
Weekly collection

$4692.00

Amount collected year to date

$21,145.00

Amount budgeted year to date

$27,425.00

Wishing you a blessed
holiday as we
celebrate the birth of
Jesus.

Ministry Roles
Ministry Roles for Christmas Masses:
December 30

St. Joseph

5 p.m.

Reader: Kevin FitzSimmons
Ministers of Communion: Christine Rahn,
Mary Beth Olson
Hospitality: Tyler and Allison Rahn
Gifts: Tyler and Allison Rahn
Servers: Ethan McGregor, Taylor Hollerich
Money counters: Cassie Winters, Dan Sohre
December 31

St. Teresa

9 a.m.

Reader: Debbie Reuter
Ministers of Communion: Sue Morrow,
Mary Ellen Larson
Hospitality: Bernie and Dilly Langworthy,
Tony and Connie Bach
Gifts: Peter and Ann Langworthy
Servers: McKenzie Reuter, Brooke Reuter,
Nathan Trio, Alana Volk
Sacristan: Ceal Caldwell
Money counters: Judy Bach, Tammy Schmidt
Donut team: Cliff Anderson, Casey Walters,
Brett Sindelir
Ministry Schedules are available on the website: sjsmst.org

Let us understand that God is a physician, and that suffering is a medicine for salvation, not a punishment for
damnation.
---St. Augustine of Hippo

December 24 at St. Joseph 5:00 p.m.
Reader: John Hollerich
Minister of Communion: Richard FitzSimmons, Connie Peters
Hospitality: Dan and Theresa Sohre
Gifts: Dan and Theresa Sohre
Servers: Ben Trio, Will Trio
Money Counters: Paul FitzSimmons, Kim Kleven
December 24 at St. Matthew
7:00 p.m.
Reader: Brad Lanoue
Minister of Communion: Denise Peterson, Justin Davis, Charly Roelofs
Hospitality: Steve Roelofs family
Servers: Layne Davis, Joseph Bennett
Money Counters: Neil Majeski, Wendy Bennett
December 24 at St. Teresa
midnight Mass
Reader: Tony Bach
Minister of Communion: Butch Bach and Judy Bach
Hospitality: Jim and Gloria Langworthy, Jeff and Shelly Holt
Gifts: Jason and Karen Langworthy
Servers: Evan Klein, Grant Klein, Jacob Rigdon, Julia Langworthy
December 25 at St. Teresa
9:00 a.m.
Reader: Arleen Swanson
Minister of Communion: Kay Proehl, Sandy Miller
Hospitality: Jeff and Vicki Kunkel, Jim and Jackie Landsteiner
Gifts: Doug and Tammy Schmidt
Servers: Anthony Kunkel, Jon Kunkel, Landon Fox, Dalton Schmidt
Sacristan: KC Reuter
January 1 Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
St. Teresa 9 a.m.
Reader: Jason Klein
Minister of Communion: Debbie Reuter, Anita Rigdon
Hospitality: Karen and Jason Langworthy
Sacristan: Cliff and Marcie Anderson

